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History Of Crane Naval — 


Ammunition Depot 


Commander Benjamin Altman 


(April, 1946) 


Construction 
In preparation for the coming extensively developed industrially, 
national emergency, Congress vot- and a large number of people were 


The Naval Ammunition Depot, ed $5,000,000 toward the construc- on WPA rolls. 


Crane, Indiana, is completely aj| tion 
new station created because of the | stowage 
vast requirements of World War| Supplemental 


of additional 


facilities 


ammunition 
in the 
National 


: The Department of Agriculture 
First was in control of the government- 
Defensej pwned land and relinquished it to 


| II for loading, storage, and trans- Appropriation Act of 1940. Threelthe Depot. Land owned by the 


shipment of ammunition, ordn- 
ance, and ordnance stores. 
the requiremnts of such a mission 
the site was well selected. It lies 
in hilly country which at the time 
of transfer to the Government, 
was not too thickly populated nor 
highly valuable for economic de- 
velopment. Its inland location is 


advantageous to security, but the | 


site is not unduly isolated from ac- 
_ cess to 
urban populations. 


Organization and Procedures 
| he over-all organization of the 
“NAD, Crane, Indiana, is set up 
‘under the Commanding Officer, 
in eight major departments. All 
heads of departments report to 


the Commanding Officer through || : 
‘ was ideal for magazine construc- 


the Executive Officer. Adminis- 
trative control of Depot policy 


shipping facilities or to} 


operates principally through the} 
Commanding Officer’s weekly | 
‘conferences with Department 
Heads. Conferences at lower lev- 
els are handled by the Department 
> Heads within their respective act- | 
: ivities. 
' is controlled by an Industrial Re- 
‘lations Officer. 
| nance Transportation, 


r . 

| Mainten- 
1 Accounting, 
i} 


| ance, Supply, 
' bursing, Medical activities. 


because the post office in that | 
community was the only post of- 
fice facility near by. In 1943, the} 
Depot was re-named Crane; in 
honor of Commodore Crane, first 
Chief of the Bureau of Ordnance 
of the Navy Department. The 
housing project had been built by 
| the F. P. H. A., just off the limits 
of the Depot and named after 
Commodore Crane. 

Now, why was Martin County 
\-in Indiana selected for the site of | 
{ this Navy activity? 


' 
i 
b 
r 


For| available for a depot to supply the}ter reasonable negotiation. 


\ 


i 


: was remote from congested areas 


| 
| 


Personnel administration!’ 


There are Ord-|; 


Dis- |} 


- The Depot was originally named | ‘be acquired were further favor- | made it possi 
Burns City. Ammunition Depot! able factors. 


‘Yificial lake further prompted the 


‘the land was sub-marginal, 


million dollars of this was made| State of Indiana was secured af- 


The 
Atlantic Fleet. The Shore Station| State balked at relinquishment 
Development Board of the Navy' of control of Lake Greenwood and 
was requested to select the site, the surrounding recreational ar- 
with the provision that, for secur- ea, but withdrew the protestgvhen 
ity reasons, the depot be located,the importance of the lake as a 
west of the Appalachians. After source of water supply was em- 
a careful survey, the board rec- phasized. Very little difficulty 
ommended a site near Burns City, was encountered in the purchases 
Martin County, Indiana. This rec- from small land-owners. Govern-| 
ommendation was approved by the ment offers were usually above! 
Secretary of the Navy. the market price for land that | 

There were many advantagesj could be secured by condemna- | 
given for the chosen location. It; tion proceedings. Those that nt 
sorted to court proceedings to 
secure a higher compensation 
found the price lowered in the 
judicial process, and with but 
few exceptions purchase proceed- | 
ings went smoothly. 


of population. It was located far 
enough from the Eastern seaboard 
to minimize the dangers of an en- 
emy air attack. The hilly terrain 


tion and camouflage protection. 


: : The virgin nature of the site| 
The territory, though isolated, was 


presented the first construction | 
traversed by two state highways, problem. ‘The land was werkt 


a branch of the Chicago Milwau-| ~ooqeq, and mainly submarginal | 
kee, St. Paul & Pacific Railroad,, ‘n nature. With the exception of 
and an adequate 66,000 volt elec-| approximately 20,000 acres ene 
tricepowens cansnussion eae: Al northwest section, there was no 
third hard-surfaced road crossed! topographical data al as eA 
the Depot, and an additional rail- | topographic survey was eon 
way line passed in close proximity | esidathececanry-tormake ‘uroper 
SORLNS SLLe: selection of unit locations. An 
The reduced value of the land | aerial survey saved considerable 
‘and the ease with which it could| time in obtaining this data and 
ble to start construc- 
Eighty percent of | tion at an earlier date. 
and || The original construction plan- 

35,636 acres of the site were a ning prior to Pearl Harbor, was 
‘ready governmentally owned. The “to. 6twenty-three pow- 
|26,830 additional acres were pur-| a group of shop 


' 


‘restricted to 
der magazines, 


|chased at a reasonable cost. | buildings, railroads, roads and 
| The presence of an adequate|| service functions as required. 
\water supply in an 800-acre art-|| The “shop buildings’ comprised 


the various maintenance buildings, 
| including the administration build- 
| ing. Additional. projects were 
| gradually added to include an il- 


choice. Nearby“sources of rock 
‘and limestone were also available 
‘for building and construction pur- 


poses. It was the early belief that | luminating vrojectile and flare 
‘a large untapped labor supply was | Joading plant, two mine filling 
available, since the area was not | plants, torpedo and ordnance 


i: 


| 
| 
| 
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storehouses, shell loading plants, ;, Charge of Construction arriv- 
a microfilm storehouse, explosive ¢q He approved plans prepared by 
handling plants, and the various the Engineers for the first build- 
auxiliary and service buildings ings. ay 
required for such varied opera- Wher actual*cehernetion poet 
tions. In addition, there were, of underway, it was apparent from 
course, many miles of roads, rail- aan rt Ss ere thet wore vandscthe 
roads, water lines, Sewer lines, large area of the site that opera- 
power and telephone lines, S€W- tions would have to be conducted 
age-treatment plants, water puri- in such laemanner.as to. afford’ 
fication systems, pumping stat- 


. . . . . | 
; ¢ ; tay maximum freedom and LENE 
ATED Ah Le ets babi im short, ty localized activities. The dis-| 
complete utilities and services. 


. res , ; tances involved, the erodable soil, | 
Major difficulties were encoun-| and the possibility of unfavorable | 


tered in construction because ~of; weather turned first attention to! 
-the rapidly changing conditions: transportation. Primary considera- | 


| imposed by the war emergency. 


| 
| 


{ 


| 
| 
{ 


i 


I be” made and yet comply with the! 


SS ee 


tion was given to access roads. 
and transportation facilities so 


The tremendous load imposed on pi 
as to secure the mobility of the 


the understaffed Bureaus in Wash- ? 
ington led to delays in securing construction workers, 

basic information for design and Power, water, and railroad fac- 
in some cases approval of plans. ilities were essential to the con- 
In addition, delays were occasion- Struction effort, and attention 
ed by the necessity to use less. WaS turned to these. Permanent 
critical materials and the deter-| utility and service installations 
mination of the properties of the; Were made wherever possible to 
substitute. There were delays also! aid construction. 

in connection with the deyelop- At the time work began, Lake 


ment of new processes for the| Greenwood had been drained and 
eee ; a 


manufacture of ammunition 4 the dam was undergoing repair 
| 


ammunition loading facilities.| by WPA forces. It was necessary 
These delays, while constituting| to bring in, by rail and by tank 
the major difficulties in the de-} truck, all water required both 
velopment of the plans, were due/| for construction and for drinking 
to the-exigencies created by the| purposes. Several wells were 
technical and scientific develop-| drilled in an effort to obtain wat- 
ments of modern warfare. Para-jer at the site, but they failed., 
mount to these was safety and | Sufficient water was not avail-| 
the time required to determine! able at the site until May, 1941, 
the features to this end was time | when the dam had been rebuilt 
well spent.: and a temporary pumping station 
U 


Every effort was made to con-j placed in operation. The supply 
serve critical materials in keeping| of water from the lake was not 
with the directives issued by the| fully adequate until November, 
Navy Department. Many of the} 1941. : 
plans released for construction,; The progress in nineteen months 


were re-designed for the use of} from Pearl Harbor to July, 1943, 
substitutes if the critical material! was remarkable. At that time, 


had not been ordered and deliv-| there were approximately 2,000 
ered, Wherever possible, concrete] structures. Some 1,600 were 
was substituted for steel, and in| earth-covered magazines, about 
the final. phases of the work,| 499 were buildings Housing vari- 
wherever acceptable to the Navy} ous activities. The buildings 
Department, timber was substit-! (concrete, with a few exceptions) 
uted for steel. There were instanc-{ consisted of mine-filling, © shell- 
es~ where no substitutions could} joading and flare-projectile load- 
‘ing plants, storehouses, adminis- 
safety requirements of Ordnance.’ tration, and maintenance-shop 

On- November 6, 1940, the puildings, and subsidiary build- 
first contingent of the engineers ings, along with the necessary ut- 


arrived. on the project with the jlities and services to operate 


, 
iT 
t 


' 
‘ 


necessary instruments and mater- these buildings. 

ials to start the work. Two bar- Building construction was prim- 
racks in the NYA camp already arily of reinforced concrete, fire- 
located on the project Were made | proofed steel, structural steel, 
available for office purposes and | ang masonry. Wood frame roofs 


sleeping quarters, and these quar- | with non-inflammable surfaces 
ters were used until the Officer | were used on some structures, 


such as the administration build- 
ing, dispensary, recreation build- 
ing, garages, etc. 

Minimum safety distance re- 
quirements between structures 
were maintained as determined 
by the Bureau of Yards and Docks 


|; and approved by the Bureau of 


’ 
i 


Ordnance. a 
(Continued Next Week) 
A list of requirements will be 
discussed next week. 


CHAPTER II : 
A LIST OF REQUIREMENTS 


High Explosive Magazines and 
Warhead Magazines 


The clear distance between 
magazines within a group — not 
less than 500 feet. The clear dis- 
tance between any high explosive 
magazines and the boundary (or 
inhabited building within the De- 
pot) — not less than 2,155 feet. 
The clear distance between groups 
of high explosive magazines or 
between high explosive magazines 
and any other type of magazine 
or an inert storehouse — not less 
than 1,900 feet. 

During the period preceding 
July, 1943, in connection with 
the contract under which construc- 
tion of this Depot was initiated, 
morale among the emplovees was 
high. This is best exemplified by 
voluntary contributions toward 
the Depot progress. In the latter 
part of March, 1942, the reinforc- 
ing steel superintendent and elev- 
en of his foremen came to the | 


job on a Sunday, unannounced, | 
‘and installed all the reinforcing | 


steel for a smokeless powder mag- | 
azine of their own accord, with-' 
out suggestion from the manage-; 
ment. The next day they announ-. 
ced that the time spent was their | 
special contribution to the war ef-| 
fort and an example to their men, 
of what could and should be done! 
in one day. 

Other groups of mechanics im- 


mediately announced that they, 


too, desired to contribute a day 


to the war effort. Since the work 
would have to be supervised, and 
since it would require the pres- 
ence of all auxiliary forces, the 
Management suggested that Sun- 
day, April 19, 1942, be designat- 
ed as a day when all voiunteers 
might give a day’s work, without 
cost to the Navy. On the day set, 
98 percent of the contractor’s 
personnel, including the office 
staff, sub-contractors’ personnel, 
all business agents (who took up 
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their tools), all the Navy per-'| to the smooth running of the De- 
sonnel, the staff of the architect |, pot. It was necessary to stabilize 
and engineer, all material alas | the labor market, a market that 


eu a _Japs and nullified the Ger: 
ers immediately available, eel could only be made available by submarine packs and whatev 
other associated activities, report- | 


thing that went to make the 
_ astating fire power that sunk 


bringing additional workers from Navy thev had. 
ed for duty and accomplished a : i i 


highly productive day’s work. 
There had been. discussion of 
a microfilm storage building for 
the use of the Secretary of the 
- Navy, but plans had not yet been 
received. It was proposed and a- 
greed that all hands working Ap- 
ril 19 be paid for the day’s work, 
but that the money be turned 
over to the Navy, through. the 
office of the 


tion of the microfilm storage 
building. The sum of $638,112.85 
was thus contributed, and the 
money was forwarded to the 
Treasurer of the United States. 
The amount included contribu- 
tions from suppliers, who had 
requested the privilege of partic- 
ipating with 
tions. The microfilm building, fin- 


anced by these funds, was com; 
pleted and dedicated in June, 
1942. 

Until July, 1943, construction 


was carried on with cost plus 
| fixed fee contracts with one con- 
| struction company dominating the 
j field. At that time the policy was 
i changed to lump sum_ contracts 
| with available contractors bidding 
|for jobs. This change resulted in 
| considerable economy in construc- 
|tion. All unfinisaed work was 
changed over to the new basis. 


Housing Project 
Since a majority of the em- 
ployees had long distances to 
travel to and from work, housing 
facilities adjacent to the activity 
became desirable. The Federal 


Public Housing Authority started 


the construction of a low cost 
housing project a mile from the 
Depot in 1943, and plans were 
drawn up calling for 250 tempor- 
‘ary and 350 permanent” units. 
Material shortages and the urgent 
need for units ready for occup- 
‘ancy caused the plans to be al- 
‘tered to 250 temporary and 350 
flat top units. 


Construction was poor and con- 
ditions in the Housing Project 
‘were of a frontier nature. When 
. units were ready for rental in the 
‘summer of 1943, few families were 
willing to occupy the units. 

By the fall of 1944, 


'ing Project became 


Secretary of the! 
Treasury, to finance the construc-| 


appropriate - dona-! 


| 


"that the employees 


|areas -where daily commutation 
and its cost were prohibitive. The 
Housing Project was only one- 
third occupied, so at the Com- 
manding Officer’s request, the 
jurisdiction and title were trans- 
ferred from the Federal Housing 
Authority to the Navy Depart- 
ment effective December 1, 1944. ; 

Under the present Navy Ad- | 
ministration, the Bureau of Yards ' 
and Docks is the sponsor of the | 
Project with the Commanding 
Officer as the local administrator. 
After the change in administra-| 
ion, occupancy increased to 100 
per cent at the close of the war, 
with a waiting list of 200. In 
spite of the cutback following the 
cessation of hostilities, occupancy 
‘remains near 100 percent. 

The decision on the need for| 
the Navy’s control of this housing 
has been more than justified 


| 
| 


in | 
are now in- 
terested in settling their families 
adjacent to their place of em- 
ployment. Improvement in utility 


services and the paving of streets |" ~ 


have been important steps toward 


making this a permanent home|! 


site. 


When the housing short ; 
8 claw ' Shove Establishment,. particularly | 


mos critical in 1944 and 1945, 
a trailer camp of two hundred 
units was constructed on the sta-! 
tion under Navy management: 
This was fully occupied at the 
close of the war. However, the 


trailer camp has now been re 
moved. These 200 trailers are now 
in service at Indiana University in | 
Bloomington. ; 

With the 


completion of the 


“present construction of a number). 


lof new magazines, probably in| 
‘July of this year, it is doubtful/ 
“if any further construction will} 
be undertaken even though addit-: 
ional storage space is sorely need- 
| ed. ; 

For the time being, at least, the: 
construction program is halted.| 
Looking back over ° the past five: 

| years, 


wproblems which had to be met in | 


i. 


it is agreed by qualified | proximately 


Today we have approximately: 


2300 permanent buildings of 
all types. 
322 miles of improved roads. 


195 miles of railroad. 
94.5 miles of power transmis- 


sion lines. 
| 


A self-contained automatic tele- | 
phone system. 

A radio network. 

A complete fire alarm system. 

Moer than 500 fire hydrants. 

80 miles of water main. 

A Water Treatment Plant that 
can provide water for a popula- 
tion of 30,000 persons. 

60 miles of sanitary sewer and 
storm drain lines. 

4 Sewage Disposal Plants 
can handle the disposal of a 
ulation of 28,000 persons, 
etc., etc: 

All facilities are in excellent 
condition and tf war is again 
forced upon us, we are ready to 
immediately take our place as one 
of the most important Naval Am- 


that 
pop- 
etc., 


munition Depots in the country. 

All of us are vitally interested | 
| in personnel relations as they af-) 
fect the operation of a Naval) 


! 
! 


a new activity such as ours. The | 
oroblems which confronted the 
Command and the way they were, 
vationalized and _ solved were’ 
quite different than the personnel , 
the older Navy Yards where al-) 
though their rolls were greatly! 
expanded during the war, they at | 
least had a nucleus that permitted) 
expansion without too many grow-, 
ing pains. But on this Depot to-; 
day, morale is very high and we | 
are quite proud of our present-; 
day employees, as we hope they! 
are of us. - ie 

My friends, thé $3,000,000 ap- 
propriation I referred to at the. 
opening of this reading has been | 
expanded many times and..today'| 
we have a Depot on which ap-| 
$100,000,000 has| 


the un- 
sightly conditions and the faulty 
administration of the Crane Hous- | ices) 
an obstacle 


engineers that an outstanding job \been spent. This Depot is yours, | 
was performed in providing facil-|you are the taxpayers’ and you 
| ities for the loading and storage | have paid for it. We, in uniform, , 
of vital ammunition, small, med-| are only the custodians and oper- 
ium and heavy — ammunition] ators of your Depot.. You must 
| that went to our fleets as well; zealously guard your own rare 
‘as to our allies. Shells, rockets, ment, no one else will do it for 
| illuminating projectiles,; you. 


aircraft parachute flares, every- If we are proud of our Depot, 


| 
| 
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we know that you too are proud 
of it. It represents a vital part of 
‘your community and certainly a 
{ most vital part of our Navy. 
1. 7 Americans have always. been 
proud of their Navy-.for through- 
‘out its history, it has ever re- 
mained a powerful and striking 
force. The almost fanatical loyalty | 
which Navy men display is a tra-! 
dition handed down from Sener: 
tion to generation. = 

_If organizations eck as yours 
! furnish. us with the means to car- 
x: Ot that tradition, our Navy is 
‘safe... And you must furnish-that 
means’ for the- business of the 
Navy isthe business of the entire 
citizenry, © oo aes 
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the detachment was not large 
‘ enough to form an adequate guard 
but it seemed like a lot of Marines 
to me. However, when we had 
finished the,tour, I was inclined 
to agree with Mr. Ryan, and felt 
| like it was too much of a job for 
even the Marines to handle. 
Of course, we knew the place 
BY Ruby Stiles ‘was big, and that it had employed 
(Shoals News Staff Writer) lots of people, but it is imposs- 
ible to imagine the vastness of 
_ There is a lot of hard work| the project. Just to give you an 
“connected with being a ‘nosy; idea, here are a few figures. There 
_news reporter, but it also has its) are 66,326 acres in the Area, 
pleasant side, anda trip to the}, threaded by 700 miles of improv- 
crate eval uepotaiastine riday | ed roads, 300 of which are paved. 
as icercsiniy Tins thedlatter class lim eralare i167 imiles of railroad 
[ had called the Depot to learn fF Ae ASA tes mene ore the 
RN! OS A CIAL Re ease Shania caribiny are 


had been experiencing lately and : ; 
Mr. Paul Ryan, head of the Public , loads have been shipped into the 


Roving Reporter 
Tours Crane 
‘Depot Friday 


Relations Department, invited me ; ates 
to Crane to tour the Depot and 2700 buildings and 50,000 people 


see the cause of the explosions. a have been hired during the lite of 

So, Friday A. M. with Friend || the Depot. Top figures for em- 
Husband and Dr. and Mrs. A. A. ' ployment at any one time were 
Rang, as guests, we presented our-., 22,000 BEI ; : 
selves at the Burns City Gate for. Every kind of shop imaginable 
admission. A polite Marine, on, mes there for the maintenance of 
guard, made the necessary con-, the equipment, including round 
tact and in a few minutes we ar-j House, electric shops, carpentry, 
rived at the Administration Build-; Plumbing, blacksmith, machine, 
ing, where Mr. Ryan was waiting: etc. ; 
in a Naval Station Wagon, to take: There were plants for filling 
us On a personaily conducted tour: Shells, mine filling, assembling 
of the Area. | Shells, booster plant, etc. Sewing 

One of the first things we no-| rooms for making parachutes, 
ticed was a well-kept cemetery} powder bags and one small build- 
with quaint old head stones. Mr.: ing Mr. Ryan described as “the 
Ryan told us there were 27 cem-) hottest spot in the whole Area 
eteries in the Areca, all of which | during the war.’’ Here, women 
were well-kept and may be visit-; stitched directly through bags that 
ed by spectal pasx. This one pres-: were filled with black powder, 
ented quite a contrast to the usual | using a copper needle in the 
country cemetery, which are usual-— machine, and wearing a copper 
ly over-run with briars and hho band around the ankle which was 
at this time of the year. _ | grounded for safety. 

Our first stop was at the Print. whe Star Shell was the only 
shopy where Mr, Stott, of Odon.; 4 on manufactured on the Area, 
names i Gears word la Iai and was used extensively in each 
ing equipment. All printing for ae Pe 


the Depot is done here, as well as ot abl : a 
the fortnightly publication of the Sin eer Paco 2 
paper “Bursts and Duds,” the Depot is filled and only non- 

Leaving the print shop we | explosives are stored above 
passed the Marine Barracks which! 8round. Scattered over all those 
house about 150 Marines who do| acres are hundreds and‘hundreds 
the guard duty in the Depot of storage igloos, no two at the 
Guards are stationed at each of Same angle or directly across from 


| 
| 


————————— —--rorrm\Ol ee, 


ure of each magazine is taken dai-. 
ly. They are set far enough, 
apart that an explosion in one, it 
is hoped, would not endanger an-, 
other. | 
Leaving the high expiosive area, | 
we passed hundreds of trucks, | 
jeeps, peeps and bomb-carriers, | 
which are to be sold in the near | 
future. Next we saw acres and) 
acres of fleet returns, which were 
being crushed, pressed into bales} 
of scrap to be sold as junk. All} 
of which impressed one with the! 
terrible waste of war — but: 
waste of material things mean! 
little if it will save one white 
cross. ‘ 
By this time: we began to feel: 
the need of: lunch, so we started | 


‘for the Cafeteria. On the way, we 


detoured through the officers’ - 
quarters where 38 splendid houses. 


i Depot during the war. There are| were located on the hill, overlook- | 


ing beautiful Greenwood Lake. 1 
The first floor of the buildings} 
was constructed of native stone, 
which had been quarried on the 
Area, and the surrounding grounds 
were attractively landscaped. 

Seen through a picture window 
in the Officers’ Club, it would be 
hard to imagine a more beautiful 
sight than the shining blue waters | 
of the lake, stretching for miles] 
among the trees, with plenty of | 
wild ducks bobbing up and down), 
on the waves as they lapped gent- |! 
ly on the green banks. : 

Following lunch, Mr. Ryan an- 
nounced that we were now going 
to see what caused the explosions |. 
I had asked about, and we started }: 
for the center of the Area. As we! 
came near, the’signs proclaimed | 
we were in a restricted area of 
high explosives. After a telephone ; 
call, we received the “go” sign, 
and word that we were expected. |. 
We opened the improvised gate! 
and drove till we came to a round 
coning tower, which had been tak-! 
en from a battleship, and was | 
made of solid steel, 4 inches thick. 
It was located at the top of a hill 
overlooking a deep ravine which 
had been stripped of all trees and 
vegetation until it was as barren 
as a desert. 

At the-tower, we met Mr. J. M. 


TERE 


the gates, and a roving ard, each other. Each is made of rein-| Gettle, Chief torpedo man, who 


mounted in jeeps, patrols the forced concrete 


covered with] was in charge of the Demolition 


whole area. Mr. Ryan stated that earth, which is for temperature;crew. He had spent four years 


control and not for camouflage. in the Pacific on board a submar- 


Air shafts protrude from the top| ine. We asked him if a man ever} 
for ventilation and the temperat-! got over being afraid. He laughed | 


% { ‘ya » : - 
: Kaye 19 : 
; J 
t, 
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from the ravine and 
three young men, a crew trained 


and said, 
were going to die — and I wasn’t 
afraid any more.” 

Mr. Gettle showed us the tor- 
pedos they were destroying and 
some empty casings of those that 
had already been destroyed. The 


torpedo is a huge affair, 24 feet! 


in length and contains 1600 
pounds of TNT, which is divided 
with 800 pounds in each end. Mr. 
Gettle explained that the. bombs 
had been intended for use in the 
invasions, but were not successful 
and had been declared obsolete. 
There were 800 of these bombs 


. stored in the Depot and the Navy 
-had ordered them destroyed. 


About this time a jeep-came. up | 
out piled}; 


in the destruction of the bomb. 
They explained to us 


two parts, dividing it as one 
would a huge capsule. We went 
into the coning tower, where Rob- 
‘ert Boone, Ordnance Man 2-C 
pulled the switch that set off a! 


| small explosion causing a cloud of | 
smoke and dust to shoot uP oy 


the ravine. 
When the dust had HAE the 


youngsters piled into the jeep and | 


at break-neck speed, went flying 
down the ravine. When they: gave 
us the O. K., we followed in the 
station wagon, down the rugged 
hill side, which was completely 
barren, 


{ 
“Yes, once [ thought we 


_ charge to slip, an explosion, 
: as we had been feeling in Shoals, 
i would ensue. 
‘selves at the port holes in the 
‘tower and fervently hoped that 
: the charge had 
i could see the whole show. 


; next had: 
that: they | 
were ready to cut a torpedo int 


do his, a strip of TNT about 48 
inches long was laid length-wise 
of each section, the wires were 
attached, and we got into the sta- 
tion wagon and jeep and headed 
for the coning tower. 

The men explained 


if everything went as it should, 
the steel casing of the capsule 
would be cut at such an angle 
that it would just miss the en- 
closed TNT. However, should the 
heat, or other reasons, cause the 
such | 


to us that 


We stationed our- 


slipped, so we 
The first one. was mild, but the 
obligingly: slipped or 
was little off center, and a trem- 
endous explosion followed. Billow- 
ing clouds of smoke and _ dust 
shot high into the air and the noise 
was deafening. Through the port 
holes, it looked for all the world! 
like pictures of the atom bomb at. 
Bikini. _As we rushed outside for. 
a better view, the dirt shale and 
debris was falling so thick we 
were forced back into the coning 
tower. : 

- Mr. Ryan ed if there was 
anything else-..we would like to 
see,. but, afterswhat we had just; 
seen and felt, anything else would 


= = 


= 2a___4 


I 


have been an anti-climax. So, we} | 


and which had been | thanked the men:for the demon- 


churned over and over by et ! stration and camre:back to the Ad- 


ions. It gave a very realistic pic- ‘ministration Building. 
“met Commander William Lafav- 
_our, the Ex.-Officer, who had re- 


ture of what the invasion beaches 
must have looked like. Here we 
found two of the torpedos with 
several large holes cut cross-wise 
around the center of the casing, 
laying across a deep hole made by 
the explosion. 

Vernon Tingley brought up a 
caterpillar with a large crane at- 
tached, and handled it with such 
ease one would have thought. it 
was a child’s toy. Cecil Ritchie, 
Ord. 1-C, ducked at the right in- 
stant to avoid being hit by the 
hook on the crane, 
attached same to the end of the 
torpedo. 


| 


torpedo into two parts, was com- 
pleted. The huge halves were then 
, picked up by the crane and moved 
to a fairly level spot and were then 
eaady to be cut open so that the 
| TNT could be burned safely. To 


seized it, and. 


By clever manipulations ' 
of the crane, the breaking of the 


Here we 


cently come to the Depot from 


‘the Airplane Carrier, Franklin D. 


Roosevelt, 

When we left the Depot, after 
thanking Mr. Ryan for the cour- 
tesies extended to us, I had some 
very definite ideas in mind. First, 
there is a great need for the Crane 
Naval Depot to take care of the 
employment in:this area. Second, 
the Depot is entirely too danger- 
ous an area to turn over to 
sportsmen for fishing and hunt- 


‘ing. And, last, and most important 


| 


of all, that since men of Hitler’s|. 


type respect only strength and 
power, our government. should 
maintain an armament program 
strong enough to command that 
respect. 
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FEBRUARY 28, 1947 ~ 


Crane Depot | 
Here For Good 


By SANFORD A. seen Lie 
Crane Naval Ammunition Depot, returned from Washing- 


'ficials in Washington had assured him that the Crane De- 
pot would be a permanent Depot. — i - 


itime, is what scale the Depot will be able to: soperate on 
iif the drastic cuts in the National budget, which are now 
before Congress, in Washington City, are made. 
At the present time, there are three other depots of the 
same nature as Crane, and the word comes to the writer, 
‘unofficially, that at least one of the ASB aES 3 will be closed, 
‘or virtually closed. This word >= "> 
Bee by the grapevine 'route 
‘but the only thing which 
makes it not official is that 


‘the informer does not want| 
'to be quoted. : 

Personnel at the Depot and. or- 
| ganized groups through the Share| 
lof Southern Indiana, which have 
| been vitally interested in the per-_ 
| manency of the Crane Depot, are 
| no doubt, partly responsible for 
j the decision of Naval officials, I 
; keeping the Crane Depot while | 


Scie cece aes i 


ee 


yrtually doing away with other 
depots of the same nature. I 

America must be prepared for ' 
war in order to insure peace while 
other nations, unfriendly toward | 
us, are still recruiting large armies 
and preparing for war. | 

We all agree that to be prepar-. 
ed we must have a strong Navy, | 


(Continued on Back Page) | 
eee a 


Captain J. H. Jacobson, Commanding Officer’ ‘at ‘the 


ton on Monday of this week with the word that Naval of-. 


The question, which cannot be answered at the present 


ose = Aan EE Beet ic ~ ger meses Se sonatas ° 


FEBRUARY 28, 1947 


_ Grane Denot 


(Continued From Page One) 


' 
'and in order to have a strong Navy 
| we must have an ammunition de- 
pot somewhere, so let’s ail get to- 
gether and,insist that Gerald Lan-, 
ldis, Congressman from the 7th; 
| District, and William Jenner and 
| Homer Capehart, our Senators, in- 
sist that since the money will be 
|spent, that it be sent to Martin} 
County, by the way of Crane. 
There is nothing more effective} 
than a personal letter to your Con- 
gressman or Senator, asking him: 
c look after your personal inter- 


ests. National Defense should be 
of interest to you, and as a resid- 
ent of Martin County, you should 
have a selfish motive in seeing 
that this money comes to Martin 
County, if it is to be spent. A 

Printed below is a statement 
issued from the Navy Department 
at Crane, telling how the drastic 
cut in the Federal budget would 
affect the Depot: 

There is no doubt but that RE 
Naval Ammunition Depot at Crane} 
|will be considerably affected! 
‘should the’ drastic cut in the Na-' 
‘tional budget for the fiscal year. 
1948 now before Congress be vot- 
ed favorably. It is impossible for 
Depot Officials to predict at this 
time the exact effects of such a 
, cut on the Depot as the exact ap- 
‘portionment of this large reduc- 
j tion in Navy funds is not as yet 
| known. However, the Commanding 
, Officer has been directed to make 
|plans for a possible reduction in} 
| force of up to 500 employees from || 
the present personnel ceiling of 
2660, the planned reduction to be! 


;complejed prior to July 1, 1947. 
| 


The exact number of employees to | 
be released from work at the De-| 
pot is not known at this time, but 
should the final figure be 500, or. 
a substantial part of it, it is per- 
fectly obvious that the activities 
and personnef of all Departments 
of the Depot will be significantly 
reduced. 


} 
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Edna Ruth Abel 


spoke to us Sere a few ‘minutes — 


, about Crane. Again we had our 


was taken of the whole group with 
Commander Jacobson. 
After this inspiring speech, we 


Marine Barracks where they were 


we saw the Purple Heart present- 
ed to a Marine who had been 
wounded on Okinawa. To me, this | 


pictures takén, but this time it 


| were taken to the front of the, 


having inspection. Somehow, the. 
sight of those tall Marines makes | 
little shivers of pride run down| weighed the powder, which was in} 
your spine, and you realize what |small, round pieces. He handed it 
a great part they had in attaining/ to the next man who poured it.in- 
our victory. While we were there|to the empty shell. As it moved 


From the storehouse we went 
to the place where shells are filled. 
At the door we were all warned: 
to leave any matches or cigarette 
lighters we might have with us 
outside. In the first room we en- 
tered we found the empty shells. 
There they were put on a track 
and moved into the next room 
‘where they were filled. One man 


down the line each man did his 
part in assembling it. The last 
step wag to put it into a metal 


was the most impressive of the; case which, I suppose, serves as a 


protection to the shell and keeps 


After inspection we went back | it from exploding too easily. The 
to our buses and started. on the | case also makes handling easier. 


| many things I saw while at Crane. 
i 


“main tour. 


These sheils help to make you re- 


Our first stop was at a build-j alize the gruesomeness of war., 


ing where they were testing the 
rudders on the torpedoes to see 
whether or not they would keep 
, the tropedo on course if it were 
| thrown off. When I saw those 
rudders spinning around, I was 
| terrified at the thought of secine 
one come towards me. 

We returned to the bus and at 


this point the guide told us an in- | 
teresting story -about the size of | 
Crane. If Paul Bunyan, tthe fic-: 
titious strong man, were to lift: 
the city of Indianapolis and set ite 
on Crane, there would still be ' 


room left. -It is hard to compre- 
nend the size of Crane and that 
story makes it sound even more 
unbelievable, even though it is 
true,, 

The next building we were to 
inspect was big enough ‘to drive 
through. It was a storehouse where 
jeeps, trucks, ets., were boxed and 
made ready for ‘overseas ship- 
ment. Huge crates were piled high 
on either side of us. I’m sure 
there must have been enough! 
equipment in there to win a war, ; 
but [ hope it will never have to be. 
used. A huge and powerful crane,. 
the largest on the depot, was lo-, 
cated in this building. The guide 
told us it could lift fifty tons, 
which is indeed a very heavy load, 


Having seen one kind of shell 
in the making, we went to the 
building where all the different 
kinds of shells made at Crane 
were on display. However, these 
shells were not actually loaded. I 
couldn’t begin to name the shells 
but there must have been at least 
fifty different kinds. Some were 
small and not more than one to 
two feet in length. Others measur- 
ed about five feet long. The one of 
most interest to me was the tor- 
pedo, which was at least fifteen 
feet long. This makes you realize 
more and more the importance 
Crane played in keeping the men 
supplied with ammunition. 

The next stop on the program 
was the Marine Barracks. We 
were told that the girls on these 
tours were the first to ever tread 
Che sacred hails of the Marine 
Corps Barracks at Crane, * That 
was indeed an honor bestowed up- 
on us girls. We went thraugh the 
room where the double deck bunks 
were and believe me, they looked 
comfortable, especially after a'! 
day of sight-seeing. Everything! 
looked spic and span and very 
neat, if you can imagine a man 
being that way. We went through 
the room where all the guns were 


| kept. There was also a machine | 


gun on display. The lounge room 
was comfortable and homey look- 
ing. One corner of it was devoted 
to various games. Next we went to 
the mess hall. The tables were al- 
peauy set for the evening meal and 
Wwe could smell the savory frag-| 
rance from the kitchen. They had 

fr4nkfurters and sauer kraut, one 

of my favorite dishes, but we! 
wern’t invited to eat.- And, of 
course, all of us were getting hun-| 
gry. Having mastered this disap- 
pointment, we completed our sur- |j 
vey of the Marine Barracks. 


The last place on the program’! 
was the Marines’ Recreation | 
Building. The only thing we saw 
there was the room where movies 
are shown. The last three rows of 
seats in the back are reserved for 
officers, and all seats in front of 
these are for. enlisted personnel. | 
We were shown a movie, “The 
Life and Death of the USS Hor. | 
net.” It was about the Hornet and 
her battles from the time she was 
finished until she was sunk by her 
own crew to avoid having the 
enemy capture her after she had 
been crippled. After the movie 
was completed, a Navy officer 
talked to the boys about the ad- 
vantages of enlisting in the Navy. 
It is indeed a wonderful oppor-: 
tunity for those adventure-loving | 
lboys who do not yet know what: 
‘they want to do after they are out 
‘of high school, 


{ 
The tour had drawn to a close 


and we went back to our buses for 
the last time. We had seen Crane 
at work and we had a vague idea 
of how much they aided the war 
effort. Crane, as well as everyone 
else, is working for a_ lasting 
peace, and with the help of the 
Almighty, we will have it. 
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| Says Crane Ammunition 
Depot To Be Permanent 
eres 


Bedford, Jan. 10—Officers from 
the Crane Naval Ammunition De-| 
pot were guests of a group of| 
men from the Bedford Chamber | 
of Commerce at the Greystone | 
Hotel last night. The gathering 
was highly succcessful from num- 
erous aspects—socialibility, learn-; 
ing how to do business with the| 
navy and the presentation of some| 
pertinent facts about the depot by 
‘Capt. E. G. Oberlin, commanding 
| officer. 
| ‘Peart Harbor came as no sur- 
| prise to the navy,” said Capt. 
Oberlin, principal speaker of the 
evening. ‘War is a dastardly af- 
eae: in which you take every ad- 
‘vantage of your enemy. As a 
nation we had been lulled by a 
lot of pacifist talk into thinking 
fhe world wanted peace. We Saow, 
better now.” | 

The naval ammunition depot at 
Crane acts as a wholesaler for 
small arms for the navy, and has 
‘about hal fof al Ithat equipment | 
"owned by the navy, continued the 
Captain. Three depots in the 
|country load ammunition, Crane, 
' Hasting, Neb., and McAlister, 
‘Okla. The one which. will be 
used after the war will depend on 
; Which one can produce the cheap- 
| est. 

L "The depot at Crane will be 
permanent,” declared Capt. Ober- | 
lin, “as long as we have a navy, 
Crane is definitely a part of the 
Indiana industrial organization. 
We need, and generally get, the 
co-operation of local communities 
to get our labor. A recent survey | 
shows that the average employee 
travels 63 miles a day going and 
coming from his work.” | 
—— 35 ——_—_ 


FEBRUARY 25, 1944 


FQ 
|Maxon Co. Awarded New 
Contract At Crane Depot 


Lieut. A. P. Pasquariello, officer 
in charge of construction at the 
Crane Naval Ammunition Depot, 
has announced that the Maxon 
Construction Company of Dayton, 
Ohio, has been awarded two con- 
tracts for the construction of new 
bachelor officers” quarters and a 
gymnasium ‘at the. depot. 

The project will cost $152,000 
and work on the program will get 
under way immediately. 

Separate contracts will be let 
for the projects. Pasquariello 
said that the new officers’ quarters 
will be designed to accommodate 
45 men. The new gymnasium wili 
be available for use by all service 
men at the depot. 

———— a 


FEBRUARY 25, 1944 


1500 Workers Needed 23 
Grane Ammunition Depot 


— * — 


Fifteen hundred additional 
| workers will be needed for two 
new loading plants to be con- 
structed soon at the Crane naval 
ammunition depot, Capt. Edgar 
G. Oberlin, officer in charge of 
ordnance, told newspaper men 
who met at the depot Friday. 

Representatives of the press 
within a fifty mile area of the 
depot attended the meeting and 
the labor situation in the various 
communities represented, was dis- 
cussed as was the possibility of 
securing the additional workers 
from territory surrounding the 
depot. 


Capt. Oberlin stated that at the 
present time 5,500 are employed 
at the depot with a weekly pay 
roll of $200,000. He pointed out 
the seriousness of the employ- 


ment situation explaining that he 
planned to carry his plea for “aid 
in obtaining workers to various | 
civic clubs during the next few 
weeks,”’ 


He will address Bedford i 


Rotarians next Thursday. | 


' 
' 


: | Capt. Oberlin emphasized to the 
-| newspapermen that the naval am- 


) 


>; Spread in regard to workers injur- 


t 


‘| 
: 
| every 


Dr. Summers, of the depot 

‘| medical department, stated that 
e 

;many false rumors have been! 


‘ment and the many things that 


| thing in a modern hospital, bar- 


“Unless we have co-operation 
from businessmen and civic offici- 
als in the surrounding communi- | 
ties,’ Captain Oberlin said, “we 
will be forced to bring in Negro 
troops to do the work.’ 

Many homes are still available 
to workers in the housing project | 
at Crane and the WPA barracks 
designed to accommodate 1,000 
men, abandoned when the federal | 
agency was abolished, are now be-| 
ing prepared for use in housing 
workers on the night shift at the 
depot. 


munition depot has been erected 
;@S a permanent proposition and 
|after the war will be one of the! 
biggest businesses in Southern In- 
| diana, 


| ing theiv health by working in the 
Vetarde assgrbevcetares VeoanedDeege (eeeel eee fares 
tle said Che health of che work-,| 
ers is protected in every way and | 
that a close check-up is made of | 
individual working with | 
high explosives. Some people, 
who have or are susceptible to 
skin diseases, are not permitted 
to work in this department and 
when any skin eruptions are no- 
ticeable on any employee, he i | 
immediately transferred to other | 
employment. Any ill effects ocx| 
curring to workers in the high 
explosive plants is of a temporary 
nature, Dr. Summers said. 
During the afternoon, the news- 
men were taken on a tour of in- 
spection of the depot. All were 
amazed at the extent of develop- 


are being done at Crane. They! 
witnessed the loading of shells 
with TNT and with powder, they 
witnessed the making of fare! 
parachutes, saw factory and ma- | 
chine work, inspected the latest 


racks, printing plant, saw the/| 
Crane housing project of 600! 
homes and made an _ extensive 


tour of the storage area of over 
one hundred suare miles. 
At the noon hour the newsmen 


; Were guests of Commander Thorn- | 


ton and other officers at dinner. 
Le.) 
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Crane Workers Receive 
| Civilian Service Award 


Sept. Sere 

A ceremony of interest was 
‘} held at the Crane Naval Ammuni- 
tion Depot, Saturday afternoon, 
when 75 civilian employees of 
contractors who have been engag- | 
ed in engineering and construc- 
tion work at the depot since its 
initiation in November 1940, were 
awarded the Meritorious Civilian 

Service Award. 

The awards were presented by 
Captain E. G. Oberlin, U. S. N. 
(Ret.), the Commanding Officer 
of the Depot, to the 38 of those 
honored who were able to be pres- 
ent at the ceremony. A moment 
of silence was dedicated to fellow 
workers who have left the depot 
for the battle fronts, and will 
ae return. 
| The award consisted of a letter 
'of citation from the Bureau of 
| Yards and Docks, a silver pin 
bearing the Civil Engineer Corps 
insignia of oak leaves and acorns 
and the victory “V’’, as well as a 
pamphlet describing the award. 
Those not present will receive 
i their awards by mail. 
vie The employees honored were: 


Greve axon, esr) OhassAd- 
burn, John E. Burke, Omer L. 
Deweese, J. K. Grannis, J. C. 


| Turner, Henry Young, R. S. Van 
| Keuren, Noah Pressley, A. C. Alt, 
iL. W. Harter, W. L. Jenks, W. V. 
| Garvin, G. H. Hines, Fred Adams, 
Russell B. Moore, T. L. Burrell. 

George Wells, H. Paul Rule, 
Keith Batchelder, Wm. Howlett, 
| Harold E. Gilliland, Phil H. Argo, 
George Harrison, Leo V. Weiss, 
E. E. Jones, A. Tonini, Abijah 
Phillips, H. K. Huffman, Lantz 
Quackenbush, Welby Crites, Mary 
Es Alvin Rayl. 
| Naomi Brown, H. E. Pederson, 
(T. D. Somerville, Alice McCrack- 
en, Emil Foug, Mary E. Herley, 
‘fhatherine Kunkler, Sam Bridge- 
; Water, Sam MckKall, C. DeForest, 
‘Pearson (Pat) Shaw, Andrew O’- 
Malley, Edward Mangold, pee 
Summers, Hobart Baier. 

R. Penson, Ben Heston, J. V. 
Bean, Arthur Clements, Herbert 
Schnack, Shirl Woods, Lois Hard- 
ing, Leslie Sears, Glen Maxon, 
\Jv., Wilbur Ferguson, Mildred | 


| Pace, Noyes Reid, Carl Zetter- 
| berg, Gene Chambers, John Skill- 

man, Melvin Booker, Chas. Zaryr. 
Caroil Smith, Wm. Baldwin, 
Nelson Guthrie, Sam _ Broshar, 
Thos. W. Hand, Marie Alexander, 
Roy Priest, Walter J. Sapp, Don 
Herod, Alva Walls. 
———————— ss ————__ 


MARCH 31, 1944 


_——— 
Ship Crews Now Being 
Assembled At Grane 
_—_* 
Bedford, Ind., March 24—Hight 
hundred sailors arrived yesterday 


‘at the Crane Naval Ammunition | 


| Depot, which has been made a 
| crew-assembly base for the navy, 
Comdr. Reuben T. Thornton, ex- 
Cutive officer, said today. Thorn- 
ton explained that crews for light 
fighting ships will be selected at 
the depot, with sailors who have 
completed their training stationed 
there for about two weeks, pend- 
ing assignment. 

The officer said hundreds of 
vther sailors will arrive about evy- 
ery two weeks. 
men will be rapid, however, with 
not more than 700 to 800 sailors 
stationed at the depot at any one 
time. 

The sailors are being housed in 


WPA barracks, designed for 1,000 } 


‘men and constructed just before 
the national work agency was dis- 
continued. The barracks have been 
reconditioned, Thornton said. 


Crews to. be assembled at the 


depot will be for smaller fighting 
ships, is was explained, with no 
battleship or aircraft carrier crews 
to be formed there. 

SS 


- 


| the path of a $32,644,729,701 


! additional construction 


The turnover of | 


eens 
MAY 5, 1944 
eases 


_. 


‘Appropriation To Boost 
Construction At Crane 


_ro 
President Roosevelt’s signature 
was all that remained today in 


Navy appropriations bill 
contains 


which 
nearly $8,000,000 for 
work at 
the Crane Naval Ammunition De- 
pot. 

The measure was passed Friday 
by a 61 to 0 vote in the senate. 
It was approved unanimously in 
the house more than a week ago. 
President Roosevelt’s signature js 
considered as a certainty. 

Thus the way is cleared for a 
considerable step-up in the Crane | 
Depot’s construction program on | 
July 1 which Lieut. A. P. Pas- | 
quariello, officer in charge of 
construction, said will probably! 
increase the construction payroll | 
by about 1,000 workers. 

None of the $8,000,000 can be 
spent before the new fiscal year 
begins in July, but plans for new 
projects at the depot are already 
being made. 

Half of the depot’s construc- | 
tion budget during the fiscal year | 
of 1945 will be used in the con- 
struction of ten ordnance storage 
buildings. Other plans call for! 
new barracks buildings to cost | 
$230.000; eight inter store-| 
houses, $348,000; open storage! 
facilities, $350,000, and a mov- 
ing picture theatre to cost $35,-| 
000. | 

Definite plans for the new con- | 
struction will not be made until 


| 


President Roosevelt signs the|- 
navy appropriation bill into law. 
a 


ty 


e, 
; 
Lh sg! . 
‘ q 
, 
a" ti 
A 
¥, 
Ps ji ary 7 
4 will " ¥ + { ‘ 
orn’ “ge | Ye, ee 
,* s | 
> ‘ 1 ¢ es 
¢ ;.- sais 3 |, 
, “poet = ‘ 
4s 
eo * , , r 
“ ey } 
, - tne pt 
_ 
' 
4 it 
‘4 
7) 4 A 
"I af} 
~ , we 
' ' ae 


sh 
oe 


NR te 


‘ 
s 
oa 
ie 
Flea 
e| A wy 
; mivat, 
4 2 
‘ 
t 
1 
7 
af 
i 
, 


vy 
rae 


‘ 5 7 
7 ® 


5 tie. ia 
% fab ) 
are . 5 a 
a : _ J 


ri va 7 poy 
f }" at % ne 
ty -. 7) 


ae 
a. —lAw sek i =F 
Sa sa ass ue 
Re all v a 


ity + 


MAY 5, 1944 


| 


See 


Detachment Of WAYES 
Located At Crane Depot! 


—— oy 

Crane, Ind., May 3—A detach- 
ment of 55 WAVES is the latest 
addition to personnel now serving 
at the Crane Naval Ammunition | 
Depot, Commander Reuben T. 
Thornton announces. 

The feminine contingent has]: 
arrived in groups of ten to four- 
teen members, the first group hav- 
ing reported for duty on March 
18, and the remaining members 
arrived before the end of March. 

They are being located in the 
WAVE House, located on depot 
grounds, and have taken over 
duties formerly performed by en- 
listed men who have been assign- 
ed to sea duty. They are Sain 
as yeomen, storekeepers, and are | 
‘performing numerous are | 
duties. 

Commander Thornton said that 
as soon as quarters can be pro- 
vided additional WAVEs will re-" 
port for duty at the Depot to ze 
lieve enlisted men who will be 
| assigned to sea duty. | 


MAY 12, 1944 


see at as aa 
Contracis Awarded At 
Navy Ammunition Depot 


Two contracts totaling $283,- 
have just recently been 
awarded for construction of addi- 
tional facilities and improvements 
at the Crane Naval Ammunition 
Depot. 

Largest of the contracts was 
one for $154,000 for conversion 
of four high explosive loading | 
plants for different type work. 
The contract was let to the 
Maxon Construction Company, of 
Dayton, O. 

The Pearson Construction Co., 
of Louisville, Ky., was awarded 
a $129,000 contract for ‘“addi-| 
tional facilities in Mine Filing 
areas “A” and “B”? and oil and 
paint lockers. 


| 


= ———__ 


—— 
MAY 12, 1944 


‘Hoosier WAVES Replace 
Sailors At Crane Denot 


A detachment of 55 WAVES, 
/eight of whom are Indiana girls, 
aos arrived at the Crane Naval 
; Ammunition Depot. The group 
iis in charge of Ensign Helen 
| Pikas. 

Two of the Indiana girls, Mar- 
gie Smith, HA 2/c, and Dessie 


| Zakula, S 2/e, are from Gary. 
| Others include’ Waneda Ander- 
son, S 2/c, who hails from Leb- 


anon; Peggy Glentzer, § 2/¢, 
from - Portland; Ruth Kemiel, 
|S 2/c, from LaPorte; Charlotte 
Mathews, Y 3/c, from Monti- 
| cello; Mary Towns, PhM o/C; 
from Morristown and Maudelene 
Myers, S 2/c, from Francesville. 

The WAVES, who are quarter- 
ed in their own barracks, located 
near the Crane Homes housing 
development, have been arriving 
in groups of from 10 to 14 since 
the first group reported for duty 


March 18. They are serving as 
yeomen, storekeepers and in 
other clerical jobs, replacing 


sailors who are being assigned to 
More arduous jobs in the field or 
to sea duty. 


Ti leteses ee 
JUNE 16, 1944 
ete, 


‘Begin Construction New 
Loading Plant At Crane 


Crane, Ind., June 10—Work on 
an additional loading plant at the 
Crane Naval Ammunitional De- 
pot is under way, the building 
scheduled to cost $222,400, Lieut- 
Commander A. P, Pasquariello, 
officer in charge of construction, 
announced today. 

Commander Pasqueriello said 
that a contract for the new build- 
ing, one of the largest under- 
taken in recent months at the 
depot, has been awarded to the 
Maxon Construction Company at 
Dayton, Ohio. 

12 Contracts 


The new contract boosts comic 
the total number of contracts 
|now under way at the depot. The 
twelve contracts are held by six 
different firms. They are: Maxon, 
'the Snyder Construction Com- 
pany of Vincennes, the Watson- 
Flagg Company of Indianapolis, 
| the Birmingham Construction Co., 


of Michigan, the Pearson Co., of | 
Louisville, and the Ralph Rogers | 


Co., of Bloomington. 
All contractors are calling for 


| 
| 


more unskilled laborer, Comar. 


; Cmdr, Pasquariello said that no 


additional word has reached the 
depot regarding an 38,000,000 
construction budget for the depot 
ita the fiscal year of 1945 to 
ray under way July 1. He previ- 
ously estimated, however, that up 
to 1,000 additional construetion | 
workers would be needed when | 
the work gets under way and 


scale 
year. 

Among buildings proposed un- 
der the 1945 budget are 10 new 
| storehouses, 34,000,000; eight 
| inert storehouses, $850,000; mov- 
fing picture theatre, $35,000: 
(new barrack buildings for en-| 
i listed personnel, $280,000, etc. | 
| res] 


construction for another! 


Pasquarielo said, and a consider- |, 
;able number of men are needed. | 


that the funds would extend fuil-| - 
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Capt. Oberlin At Crane 

ei | 
Crane, June 26—In a poeta 
| ceremony, Saturday, June 24th, 
on the Marine tennis courts, 
Captain L. L. Hunter, who re- 
ported aboard last Monday, as- 
sumed command of the Crane 
Naval Ammunition Depot. He | 
replaced Captain E. G. Oberlin, | 


the commissioning of the Depot, 
December 1, 1941. 
The transfer of command took 
place at 10 a. m. in the presence 
of Naval and Marine L. C. Offi- 
cers, enlisted men, Women Re- 
servists and civilians who stood | 
respectfully by as the captains 
read their official orders. Cap-- 
tain Oberlin’s orders instructed 
him to take a month’s leave be- 
fore reporting to the Command-| 
ant, Twelfth Naval District, for, 


ent General Court-Martial. 
Captain Hunter in accepting 
command of the Crane Depot | 
paid a glowing tribute to Captain 
Oberlin for the part he had play- 
ed in the creation of this vast 
ordnance arsenal from the hilly, 
sandstone wilderness that it once, 
was to one of the largest Naval; 
Depots in the world. 
Captain Hunter comes to Crane: 
with a brilliant Naval record. He 


Julien’s Creek, Virginia, and has 
also had duty at the Naval Prov- 
ing Grounds, Dahlgren, Virginia. 
He was in command of the USS 
Mississippi from December, ’42 
until April, ’44. Prior to assum- | 
ing this command, he was two, 
years at the Naval War College, ' 
Newport, R. I. He reported to 
Crane from duty with the Bureau 
of Ordnance at Washington, D. | 
C. 
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who has been in command since |. 


duty in connection with perman-! 


fs 1 
has served as Commanding = war plant served, the report says. 
| 
i 
| 


FQ 
_ |Crane Housing Units 


Only Half Occupied 
sc 

Although 97 per cent of all | 
family dwellings are occupied in| 
fifty-one of seventy-two federal | 
war housing projects in the 
| North Central Region of the Fed- 
eral Public Housing Authority, 
the Burns City project has only 
48 per cent occupancy. 

A. F. P. H. A. survey of May 1, 
1944, attributes the low occu- 
pancy to changing production re- 
quirements and the inability to 
recruit needed personnel at the 
Crane Naval Ammunition Depot. 
| These reasons also were given 
for the 64 per cent occupancy at} 
Charlestown. 

The three-page survey sum- 
mary released by Orvil R. Olm- | 
sted, regional director, explains | 
that publicly financed housing is 
based upon forecasts of future 
labor needs made by the WMC 
and that all labor requirements 


do not materialize. 

A possibilty 
projects to military personnel, 
resident war workers and fami- 
lies of servicemen or returning 
veterans is pointed out. Other 
vacancies may be absorbed by 
continuing labor recruitment 
while some will be held in reserve 
against future expansion at the 


cer of the Naval Mine Depot, 3 - 
Yorktown, Virginia and of the 
Naval Ammunition Depot, St. 


of opening the: 


No Free Licenses For 
Guards At Crane Depot 


ap gee 

County Clerk Samuel Lannan 
today announced receipt of the 
1944 hunting regulations from 
the State Department of Conser- 
vation, covering the squirrel sea- 
son, which will open August 10 
and continue until October 8, in- 
clusive. 

Clerk Lannan said the conser- 
vation department has ruled that 
persons assigned to the Crane 
Ammunition Depot as guardsmen 
and special police in the Coast 
Guard are considered as civilians, 
and not as regular Army and 
Navy personnel. The clerk has 
been ordered not to issue any 
free nunting and fishing permits 
in these instances, adding that 
under the law he merely acts as 
agent for the. State Conservation 
Department and must observe the 
regulations. 

The squirrel hunting period 
this year will be the same as it 
has been for the past several 
years. Heretofore, there was a 
| northern and southern division of 
‘the state with different open sea- 
son dates due to the breeding 
seasons caused by climate. How- 
ever, this year the same dates 
prevail all over the state. 

The bag limit for squirrels is 
five each day, and no person “is 
allowed by law to have over five 
| squirrels in his possession at any 
; one time. 
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JUNE 30, 1944 


MEN WANTED! 
For Construction Work 
By Maxon Construction Company—Burns City 
TRANSPORTATION AVAILABLE DAILY 
NO EXPERIENCE REQUIRED 
AGE 16 and up. 
Good Wages—48 Heurs Weal: 


Persons now engaged in essential war work will not be 


considered without Statements of Availability. 


meport on 
WEDNESDAY, JULY 5 
to 
Siioais Posi Office 22:15 a.m, to 12:15 a.m. 
War Manpower Commission 
UNITED STATES EMPLOYMENT SERVICE 
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NOVEMBER 3, 1944 
———————_— & — 


{ 
Crane Depot Caravan 
Seeks Labor Recruits 


_—*— 

Labor recruiters from the Crane 
Naval Ammunition Depot, where 
the manpower shortage has been 
felt most keenly in the area for 
months, are going after applicants | 
instead of attempting to lure job 
seekers to the depot. 

An ll-truck caravan began a 
tour of cities and towns within 
the depot labor area this week 
with a complete display of work 
being done at the huge project. 

Featured in the display is a 
complete display of the 35 differ- 
ent projectiles:loaded at Crane. 

They range from 35-caliber en 
chine gun ammunition to giant 2,- 
700 pound shells used in 16-inch 
guns. 

Another display is an under- 
| water torpedo with one side 
broken away to show how the 
torpedo is propelled after being! 
released from a submarine. A 5- 
inch gun with a 10-foot barrel 
also is shown, along with complete 
equipment carried by marines 
when they disembark from land- 
ing boats. 

Mobile Job Office 

Accompanying the show is a 
mobile employment office. Officers ' 
in charge of personnel at the de-| 
pot say that the speeding up of 
the war in the Pacific has stepped 


up production at Crane about 20, 
per cent, which has created a need . 


for 2,000 additional workers ac 


the depot. Applicants visiting the 


on the spot. 


show will be interviewed and hired L 


NOVEMBER 3, 1944 
— 
To Sell 100 Trucks At | 


( 


Crane Ammunition Depot 


It is reported by the state agri-. 
culture adjustment administration 
that Indiana farmers will have 
Opportunity to buy farm trucks . 
in a sealed bid sale of 100 trucks ! 
at the Crane Naval Ammunition_ 
Depot at Burns City on next Wed- 
nesday, Nov. 8. ; 

Local truck dealers and county 
AAA committees have been noti-. 
fied so that they may supply farm- 
er customers who are able to get 
certificates of need from local 
AAA committees. 


NOVEMBER 10, 1944 


| Nine Sailors Receive 


‘Naturalization Papers 
_xK— 

Nine foreign born sailors sta- 
tioned at the Crane Naval Am- 
munition Depot were granted 
their final naturalization papers 
at a hearing before Judge F. E. 
Gilkison in the Martin Circuit 
Court on Wednesday. 
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NOVEMBER 17, 1944 


her aes 
Crane Depot Aids In 
County War Fund Drive 


—“"—— 

Martin county was credited with 
$489.91 of money received in a 
War Fund campaign conducted at 
the Crane Naval Ammunition De- 
pot, word from the depot reveals. 

Workers at the depot contribut- 
ed a total of $2,557.69. Of this 
total, Lawrence county received 
$642.44 for the largest individual 
share. Other counties sharing in 
the drive included Martin, 
$489.91; Greene, $452.05; Da- 
viess, $331.55, and Monroe, 
Sol0s25. 

Fourteen other southern Indiana 
counties shared in the contribu- 
tions, receiving amounts ranging 
from $1 to $100.74. Union coun- 
ty, O., received $5 and a similar 
amount went to Cole county, Mo. 
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SS 
Crane War Dwellings 


\for employees of the Naval Am- | 


Nearly All Occupied 


Only a few of the unfurnished 
war homes built at Crane by the | 
Federal Public Housing Authority | 


‘munition Depot are now vacant, | 


according to an announcement by 
John M. Sullivan, Housing Manag- 
er of the project. 

At the time when only half of 
these houses were occupied and 
the project was criticized as a 
“ghost town,” it was hard to con- 
vince critics that these homes 
would be needed in the future. 
However, the current require- 
ments of expanded production of 


heavy ordnance have demonstrat- 


ed the wisdom of planning in ad- 
vance for such potential use, as 
evidenced by the continuous and | 


| successtul bombings and bombard- | 


| 


ments of enemy objectives in both 
the European and Pacific sectors. 

The drive to recruit additional 
workers at Crane, necessitated by 
-hese requirements,, together with 
opening of the project for enlisted 
personnel, accounts for the com- 
plete occupancy of the 590 family 
dwellings in the project. Accord- 
ing to Mr. Sullivan, the Manage- 
ment Office has a waiting list of 
more than 60 applicants for dwell- 
ings that are furnished with basic | 
furniture. 

The grade school which adjoins | 
the housing project now has an 
enrollment of 315 children and 
High School children now number- 
ing 76 are attending school at! 
Odon. | 
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| will be in charge. 


| are 


' force will be retained, but will be 


| increased to about 20 men, Lt. 


DECEMBER 1, 1944 
—_——— 4&4, 


Navy To Take Charge 
Crane Homes Project 


_« 

Crane, Nov. 25—Lt. W. J. Fel- 
ber, planning and progress officer, 
arinounced today, that, effective 
December 1, the Crane homes 
housing development will be under 
control of the depot. 

Lt. (jg) E. H. Richards, assist- 
ant planning and progress officer, 
Mark Trout, 
manager of the trailer camp, will 
also serve as civilian manager of 
the development. 

Discussing the taking over of 
the housing project by the navy, 
Lt. Felber said that improvements 
being contemplated, among 
them the establishment of a fire 
department and a police depart- 
ment, the latter to be manned by 
members of the coast guard police 
force. The present maintenance 


Felber said. 
Lt. Richards is in Washington 

this week, discussing final details. 
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DECEMBER 1, 1944 


Crane Caravan 
Is Coming To | 
Shoals Monday 


Ammunition Depot Display 


To Be Shown Here Both | 
Afternoon and Night. 


— 


The Crane Naval Ammunition 
Depot labor recruiting caravan 
consisting of fourteen huge 
trucks, each loaded with materials 
of war manufactured at the depot, 
will visit Shoals on next Monday 
aIternoon and evening. 

The caravan will visit the city 
schools in the afternoon to give 
the youngsters opportunity to see 
and handle the many interesting 
objects that go to make up the 
display. 


sisi 


At 6:30 p. m. the caravan will 
move to a downtown street where 
adults of the town and surround- 
ing community may inspect the 
display. 

The purpose of bringing this 
display to Shoals is two-fold. 
First, to let the people of Martin 
county see what the Crane Naval 
Depot is doing to help win the 
war and, second, to help the 
Depot secure 2,000 more em- 
ployees from territory within 40 
miles of the Depot— 

Interviewers will be with the 
trucks ready to give information 
to prospective workers and will 
hire them while they are here. 


Arrangements for transportation, | 


if there is none, will be made. 

Today, with the heavy demands 
of our large Navy still increasing, 
the need for these 2,000 addi- 
tional employees is vital and 
necessary and all who are not 
employed in other war work are 
urged to interview the men who 
will accompany the display. Many 
of these jobs will continue after 
the war. 

Accompanying the caravan will 
be several men who have seen 
service in several theatres of war 
and they will tell some of their 
experiences. 

The caravan will include a com- 
plete display of 35 different sheils 
manufactured at the Depot. They 
range from 35 caliber machine 
gun ammunition to giant 2700-lb. 
shells used in 16-inch guns. The 
display will also feature under- 
water torpedoes, a large 5-inch 
Naval gun with 10-foot barrel, 
anti-aircraft guns, complete in- 
fantry landing equipment, mobile 
repair shops, Navy fire trucks and 
many other items. 

The Navy show will be under 
the direction of Lt. R. F. Shroth, 
Assistant Personnel Officer. 
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DECEMBER 22, 1944 


S 
New Barracks For Crane 


— X— 

The Navy Department has ap- 
proved construction of two new 
barracks buildings at the naval 
ammunition depot at Crane, at an 
estimated cost of $235,000. 
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DECEMBER 29, 1944 


Set $10,000,000 
Building Program 
For Crane Depot 


To Extend Facilities and 
Make Depot Permanent 


Naval Institution. 


—6w— 


That the Navy Ammunition De- 
pot at Crane is to be maintained 
-|On a permanent basis after the 
.| War was disclosed by the Navy 
Bureau of Ordnance at Washing- 
ton on last Friday, at which time 
the department announced a $10,- 
000,000 program of expansion at 

the depot as planned for 1945. 

Admiral G. F. Hussey Jr., chief 
of the Navy Bureau of Ordnance, 
said last April 12 that further de- 
velopment of the Crane Depot as 

a permanent institution is planned 

by the Navy and that the depot’s 
‘| construction budget for the fiscal 
year of 1945, extending from July 
1, 1944, to June 30, 1945, would 
be nearly $8,000,000. 

Believe Budget Included 

It was uncertain today whether 
the $10,000,000 appropriation just 
announced includes or is separate 
from the $8,000,000 budget dis- 
cussed early last spring. It is con- 
sidered probable, however, that 
the ten-million-dollar authorization 
includes and extends the proposed 
budget. 

The appropriation is one of the 
largest ever approved at any one 
time for the depot. 

Capt. L. L. Hunter, commanding 
officer of the depot, gave a com- 
paratively detailed report today 
on present projects at the depot. 

Construction is nearing comple- 
‘|tion on 4 large warehouses. The 

first of the new buildings is sched- 

uled for completion by Jan. 15, 

with the other 3 buildings to be 

finished at 2-week intervals, com- 
pleting that particular project by 

March 1, 
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126 Magazines Planned 

Construction of 126 magazines 
and inert storehouses is planned 
as well as lunch locker rooms for 
emptoyees. 

Vast extension of 
System, involving extension of 
mains, tanks, pumping facilities, 
etc., when completed, will double 
present facilities Capt. Hunter ex- 
plained. 

Seventy-five new storage sheds 
are to be built and rail and high- 
way facilities will be extended in 
order to serve new buildings. 

Capt. Hunter said that about 
1,000 enlisted men are now serv- 
ing in the depot’s ordnance bat- 
talion. 


Capt. L. L. Hunter Fetes 
Depot Bond Salesmen 


the, water 


Three Martin County people, 
Mrs. Rose Mary Gillespie and 
Owen Lentz, Grane, and Carl Mor- 
ris, Loogootee, were among those 
who attended a bond-drive dinner 
Thursday at the Star Shell Cafe- 
terla as guests of Captain L. L. 
Hunter, Depot commanding officer. 

The dinner was given for the 
men and women workers who sold 
war bonds during the Depot’s re- 
cent Pearl Harobr Day Cash War 
Bond Drive, which finished 15 per 
cent over the $200,000 quota. It 
featured a program consisting of 
a string band, a yodeling seaman, 
a Wave soloist, a Marine imper- 
sonator of Bob Burns and a black- 
face comedy skit. 

Other guests included Lt. R. F. 
Shroth, War Bond Officer, who 
acted as master of ceremonies, 
Charles Buckbery, Slc, who was 
in charge of the Pearl Harbor Day 
Drive, and the officers in charge 
of the various activities repre- 
sented. 
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JANUARY 5, 1945 


(Grane Employees Given 
Awards For Suggestions 


Bit dew 

During the past year 34 em- 
ployees of the Crane Naval Am- 
‘munition Depot have learned that 
‘it pays to have ideas. They. have 
veceived a total of $1,350,. over 
and above their regular wages, for 
submitting ideas to the Depot’s 
‘Beneficial Suggest*2n Committee 
(on how to make their jobs easier, 
'safer and more economical from aj 
production standpoint. Accepiable | 
= metted from 36 to $250-vash.} 


Four of the 34 have received 
|awards for more than one sugges- 
tion. They are Bill Weyer, Buryl | 
McCreary and Nova’ Hensley, all | 
of Bedford, and Jesse Hendershot | 
of Bloomington. Weyer and Mc- | 
Creary teamed on one suggestion | 
which brought them $100 apiece. | 
Later Weyer submitted another | 
which netted him: $50, while Mc- | 
Creary turned in one which| 
brought him $25. MHensley, an 
\electrician, teamed with Murray 
“Cotton” Nesbit from Worthing- | 
ton on a motor tester, which | 
brought them the top award of. 
$250 and later suggested a modi- 
fication of an electric screw driver 
for which he was given $10. Hen- 
dershot had one suggestion that 
brought him $5 and another for 
which he received $10. 

John Hardgrove, another Bed- 
ford man;-is the latest employee 
to receive an award for a bene- 
ficial suggestion. He was given 
$50 for an idea for a machine to 
remove the closure plugs from 
rocket bodies, 

In an effort to stimulate sai 


ployee interest in the Beneficial 
Suggestion Program, the Navy 
Department’ has arranged for a 
half-hour radio show, ‘‘The First 
Line,’ on January 11. It will 
feature defense workers who have 
earned awards for worthwhile 
| suggestions. The program will be 
| broadcast over 140 stations on the 
Columbia Broadcasting System. 
Should the first broadcast prove 
successful, others will be arranged 
and it is probable that in the fu- 
ture some Crane employee may 
be asked to appear on the pro- 
gram. | 


SS aE NGS 


To stimulate greater interest in | 
the program at the Crane Naval | 
Ammunition Depot, a new Com-: 
mittee on Awards, headed by Lt. 
Comdr. Benjamin Altman, has 
been named. Other members in- 
elude Lt. R. F. Shroth, Lyle J. 
Buse of Plainville, Robert Seiler 
of Bedford, James Morrisette of 
Crane and Russel Morecock and 
W. C. Hale,, who live on the De- 
pot. 

f ——_ a————_ 
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| Crane Officer To Aid In 
Procurement Of Nurses 


ens 

Lt. (jg) Sophia L. Krok, Chief 
Nurse at the Crane Naval Ammu- 
nition Depot Dispensary, has been 
appointed by Comdr. Robert F. 
Hague, Senior Medical Officer, to 
assis tin the procurement of quali- 
fied nurses for appointment as 
commissioned officers in the Navy 
Nurse Corps. 

According to the Bureau of 
Medicine and Surgery, a quota of 
three nurses for each one thou- 
sand of the total Navy, Marine 
Corps and oCast Guard personnel 
is required if nursing care in the 
future is to be provided and main- 
| tained at the high level of effici- 
;ency already established by the 
‘Medical Department. To meet 
| this quota, approximately 4,000 
‘additional nurses will be required 
| by June 30, 1945. 

Discussing the procurement 
program and her appointment, Lt. 
; (jg) Krok said she planned to 
| serve chiefly in an advisory ca- 
‘pacity. She requests that anyone 
interested in becomign an officer 
‘in the Navy Nurse Corps contact 
her at the Crane Dispensary, 
| Telephone 2341, for further de- 
tails. 

Se 
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JANUARY 12, 1945 


Emplovee Representation 
System Installed At Crane 


In an effort to make the Crane 
Naval Ammunition Depot an even 
better place to work, officials have 
now put in operation an employee 
representation system. This sys- 


tem is meant to insure impartial 
treatment to all workers and to 
safeguard their rights at all times. 
Several months ago the em- 
| ployees in each activity elected 
‘representatives to assist them 
with personal problems which 
arise. These representatives and 
‘supervisors are now being given a 
| training course designed to pre- 
| pare them for their duties. In 
ithis course the following topics 
are presented: Depot policy, his- 
tory and objectives; Civil Service 
regulations; safety; security, and_ 
the grievance procedure. | 
Employees are urged to discuss 
their problems with their super-_ 
visors. In the event that they are 
not satisfied and would like to dis- 
cuss the problem further, they are | 
advised to go to their employee 
representative and discuss the 
problem with him. In turn, these 
two will discuss the problem with 
the supervisor concernede An ap- | 
peal from the decision reached at. 
this meeting may be made by put- | 
ting the case in writing on. the | 
forms provided and presenting it: 
to the building superviser wd, 
| Otficer in Charge. Appeals. may , 
| be made through regular channels | 
“all the way to the Commanding | 
, Officer. | 
Recently Captain L. L. Hunter, | 
Commanding Officer of the Depot, ' 
addressed employee representa- 
tives. He showed them how they 
are in a position to render a much 
needed service to both the em- 
| ployees and the Depot by care- 
| fully and conscientiously doing 
| their job. He stated that it is his 
| objective to make the Depot the 
| finest possible place in which to 
| work. Inasmuch as the Depot is| 
jnew, it will take some time to 
| vealize this objective; however, he | 
believes that within six months 
most of the major goals, such as 
| the provision of lunch and locker | 
| Tooms in 2ll areas, will be rca) 
ed. 
It is believed that the employee | 
| representation system will do! 
much to bring the Depot nearer 
its main gaal—an ever-increasing 
Peraauetion of badly needed war 
materials by  well-treated, 
operative workers. 
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JANUARY 12, 1945 


Employees Win $355 For 
Beneficial Suzzesiions 


Sree 

In a meeting held January 5 the 
Beneficial Suggestion Committee 
on Awards at the Crane Naval 
Ammunition Depot split the top 
award of $250 between two em- 
ployees, Woodrow Gentry and 
Kenneth Watkins. Gentry, who 


‘is now employed as taxi driver on 


‘was divided between seven 


from the Star Shell area. 


the Depot, and Watkins, who is 
still at Building 224, formerly | 
worked together as car blockers. ; 
Their job was to block 14” and! 

16” projectiles so that they would 
not slip in shipping—a very diffi- 
cult job as the heavy projectiles 
were hard to hold in place, lying 
flat on the bottom of the car. 

To overcome the difficulties in 
blocking the projectiles the old 
way, Gentry and Watkins hit up- 
on the idea of tilting them by rais- 
ing the nose a couple of inches 
higher than the base. With the 
approval of Lieut. Comdr. J. W.| 
Hutchinson, Ammunition Officer, 
and Lieut. (jg) M. O. Person, then 
Officer in Charge of the Car! 
Blockers, they tried out the idea 
and found it to be a good one, so | 
good in fact that officials have 
estimated that it will effect a sav- 
ings of from $10,000 to $12,000 
per year. It has been approved 
by the Bureau of Explosives. 

Gentry is married and lives -at 
Crane with his wife and four 
children. He is 30 years old and 
formerly lived at Spencer, where 
he followed the woodworking 
trade. 

_ Watkins, who is 43 years old, 
lives at Solsberry with his wife 
and two children. He formerly 
Operated a country store. : 

In addition to the $250 
Gentry and Watkins, $105 


given | 
more | 
other 
were 
They 
were Clarence McCain, 50, mill- 
wright, employed at the Illumin- 
ant Building; Floy Root, 35, ma- 
chinist, employed at the Star Sheil 
machine shop; John Hasler, 48, 
foreman of the Fuse room; Har- 
ley Martin, 36, machine shop em- 
ployee; Charles Kidwell, 39, ma- 
chinist, employed at the Sewing 
room; James Smith, 39, former 
Projectile Assembly employee, 


employees, five of whom 


now working at the Electric Shop, 
and Charles L. Caress, 48, mem- 
ber of the Coast Guard Police 
force. E 

McCain received $50 for a sug- 
gestion that sheer pins be substi- 
tuted or lock nuts on hydraulic 
presses to eliminate press break- 
downs. He is married and lives 
at Bedford. He has nine children, 
including two sons who are mem- 
bers of the armed forces. Two 
sons-in-law are also serving over- 
seas. 

Root, another Bedford man, 
was awarded $25 for anautomatic 
oiling system which he suggested 
for use on punch presses. He is 
married and has two children. 
Several weeks ago he was award- 
ed $50 by the Committee on 
Awards for another suggestion. 

Hasler, who lives at Mineral, 
received $5 for suggesting a 
speed handle for use om spanner 
wrenches. He has one son, Bob, 

_in the service; and another boy, 
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Projects Approved For 
Crane Ammunition Depot 


_—_*«- 


Senator Homer E. Capehart 


this week telegraphed The News 
‘that ne had been advised by the 


ifor the Crane Naval Ammunition 
Depot. 


messages include one 
|barricade with eight dugouts; 
roads and paving; railroad; 100,- 


000-gallon elevated water tank} 
‘for fire protection, and utilities, | 


at a cost of $615,000. 

| Also construction of a building 
ior leak-testing of mine contain- 
‘ers, and including paving and 
utilities, at an estimated cost of 
$22,300. 


| Secretary of the Navy of several 
'additional public works projects |. 


Projects listed in the Senator’s | 
24x500-ft. ! 


FEBRUARY 2, 1945 


—-- 
Crane Projects Approved 
—_—s_K 

Senator Homer E. Capehart has 
informed The News that several 


| 


new public works projects for the ! 


Crane Naval ammunition depot 
have been approved by the Navy 
Department. 

The projects include the con- 
struction of a barracks building 
for 150 enlisted WAVES station- 
ed at the depot, mess halls includ- 
ing equipment, roads, walks and 
Services, at an estimated cost of 
$127,500. 
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Inauguarate New Wage 
Policy a Crane Depot 


More than one eihantnd present 


male employees of the Crane Am-' 


munition Depot will be affected by 
the wage increase which will be- 
come effective February 19. All 
‘new male workers employed up to 
this date will also benefit by the 
increase. 

It requires more than 1600 pri- 
vate cars, sixty buses and two 
trains to transport the workers to 
the Crane Ammunition Depot. 
The recent request of President 
Roosevelt that all male employees 
| who are not employed in essential 
industry get into war work is of 
special significance at Crane, 
where the all-out drives now going 
on in the Pacific have made con- 
stantly greater demands for pro- 
duction and have thus increased 
employment. As a result, addi- 
tional transportation has been put 
im operation and more will be as 
time goes on. 

The recent ten-million-dollar 
expansion, together with the as- 
surance given by the Navy De- 
partment that the Crane Ammuni- 
tion Depot will be a permanent 
establishment, has attracted work- 
ers from all over Souhern Indi- 
ana. Then, too, the Civil Service 
officials’ explanation that the 
term “duration of the war,” the 
time for which they hire em- 
ployees, implies a much longer 
period than most people realize, 
is having an effect. Realizing 
that it refers to a period legally 


fixed and not just to the duration! 


of hostilities, workers who were 


seeking long-term work have be-!| 


come reassured. 
yg ————— 
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ahs Visiting Nurse 


Appointed At Crane 


| ; 


Mrs. Dorothy E. Marshall, a 
graduate of the Methodist Hospi- 
tal, Indianapolis, was recently ap- 
| pointed resident nurse at Crane, 
the Naval housing project. Her 
principal duty is to take care of 
the many school children there. 
Each school. day at about 8:45 she 
holds a clinic, to which teachers 
‘send their students with minor 
complaints. She also checks up 
on those who are absent because 
of illness, and makes routine visits 
to homes in the area in order to 
help alleviate any undesirable 
health conditions both there and 
jin the Trailer Camp located on 
| the Depot. 
| Mrs. Marshall has had valuable 
| nursing experience. She was in- 
‘dustrial nurse at the Real Silk 
. Hosiery Mills, Indianapolis, for 
two years, and was head nurse at 
Indiana University Medical Cen- 
ter for one year before coming to 
‘Crane. Her husband is a pharma- 
| cist’s mate, third class, stationed 
'at the Crane Naval Ammunition 
: Depot. ‘ 

The new nurse is under Naval 
jurisdiction, employed as a Civil 
Service worker. She is working 
for the Planning and Progress 


Officer under the supervision of 


‘the Medical Department, Ensign 
iH. L. Kelly, Crane Housing Offi- 
‘cer, said today. 

Sic cada 
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[Oo veto aya 
|New Grane Employees 
Given Wage Increase 


1945 


KE 
Crane, Feb. 20—A wage in- 
crease for all newly employed 


workers and an intensive cam- 
paign to secure 800 badly needed 
men for jobs at the Crane Naval 
Ammunition Depot were announc- 
ed simultaneously today by Paul 
F. Ryan, public relations officer 
at the depot. 

The wage increase which 
amounts to six cents on the hour, 
affects more than 1,000 depot em- 
ployees who are currently earn- 
ing the minimum scale and all 
' persons who are hired in the fu- 
ture. | 
The starting pay in the past has 


| been 68 cents an hour, while the 
new starting scale will be 74 

i i 

| cents, | 
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| Crane Depot Aids In 
Salvage Campaigns 


_—_Ke 

Rumors to the contrary, there 
is but little waste at the Crane 
Naval Ammunition Depot, which 
in reality, is “all out’? for the war 
effort. Not only are its more than 
9,000 employees busily engaged in 
sifting and weighing black and 
yellow powder, filling shells, as- 
sembling flares and rocket motors 
and performing countless other 
_jobs for the Navy, but they have 
also set an enviable record in the 
collection of vital scrap material. 
| This is particularly true of waste 
| paper, which right now is almost 
/as important to the war effort as 
| ammunition. 
| During the month of January, 
70 car loads and 10 truck loads 
of waste material, totaling more 
| than 2,500 tons, were collected on 
the Depot and sold to dealers for 
War Production use, according to 
i Lt. T. J. Robinson and Ensign M.| 
io Sweeney, Depot Salvage Offi-| 
cers. This total included 64 car} 
loads, or 5,634,155 pounds of 
scrap metal both ferrous and non- 
ferrous; four car loads, or 110,-/ 
| 000 pounds of waste paper and | 
‘cardboard boxes and two car; 
loads and ten truck loads, or 7,-| 
| 726 salvaged wooden boxes and! 
| packing cases. 
| According to Lt. Robinson, the: 
‘fact that it is necessary to burn 
'some paper on the Depot has 
given rise to rumors that the 
Navy, while constantly urging 
others to save waste paper and 
boxes, burns its own. Such is not 
the case, however, according to 
the officer in charge, who added. 
that only such paper as comes in 
contact with powder, thus render- 
ing it dangerous to reclaim, is 
burned. “As for the rest,’ he 
said, “every scrap on the Depot, 
is carefully collected, baled andi 
sold to dealers for reclamation.’’ | 
The excellent record of more than | 
100,000 pounds per month consti- | 
/tutes the best possible aed 
of the Navy’s complete co-opera- 
tion in the nation’s waste paper 
drives. 


_ able 


| Much of the material salvaged | 
is cleaned, re-formed and used | 
right on the Depot. Particularly | 
jis this true in the case of ord- 
nance scrap brought back from 
the battle fronts and scrap lum- 
| ber. 

| Ordnance scrap, known to Navy 
personnel as ‘fleet returns,” con- 
sists of tank cases, cartridge cases 
Brass shells, ete. Salvaged from 
the battle areas, this material is 
| shipped back to the Depot, where 
‘it is sorted and processed by eight 
or ten crews of approximately 18 
or 20 men each augmented by 
some 150 to 200 high school boys | 
on Saturdays and Sundays. They | 
work under the direction of Lts. 
(jg) C. A. Gassert and G. D.! 
Storm. Material that is re-form-| 
is sent to the tank repair 
plants for re-use in meeting cur- | 
rent production schedules. The} 
remainder is segregated, deprimed 
and shipped out to various 
agencies on WPB allocations for 
re-smelting. During the months 
of December and January a total 
of approximately 3,000,000 lbs. of 
brass was shipped to various 
foundries for reclamation. 

Scrap lumber that is usable is 
cleaned and used on the Depot for 
blocking cars. The cleaning is | 
done by two lumber crews, one at} 
each of the transfer depots. That 
| which is too short for use by the 
car blockers may be used by em- 
ployees for kindling, the only} 
condition being that they haul it| 
away. 
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Lt. Comdr. Hutchinson 
Crane Depot Officer Dies 


—*— 

Li. Comdr. J. W. Hutchinson, 
USN, Ammunition Officer, died 
suddenly at his office last Sunday, 
Feb. 25th, from a heart attack. 
He had capably served the depot 
in one of the most difficult and 
most essential positions since it 
was commissioned in December, 
1941. 

Comdr. Hutchinson, born in 
Philadelphia in 1898, had been ‘in 
the Navy twenty-seven years and 
seven months, having enlisted in 
the National Naval Volunteers 
during the last war, March 9, 
1917. He was honorably dis-'| 
‘|charged on March 8, 1920, but 
enrolled several months later in 
;| the regular Navy and served con- 
{/ tinuously until his death. 

Beginning as an apprentice sea- 
man, he rose to the rank of Gun- 
ner in October, 1927. For two 
years, 1928 to 1930, he served as 
Assistant Gunnery Officer on the 
heavy cruiser PITTSBURGH of 
the Asiatic Fleet, and for two 
years, 1930 to 1932, on the DOB- 
BIN. He was Ammunition Officer 
;at the Naval Ammunition Depot, 
Ft. Mifflin, Pa., from 1932 to 1934 
and during that time was made 
| Chief Gunner. For the next three 
years he served on the USS 
WRIGHT as Assistant Gunnery 
Officer, from 1937 to 1939 as Ord- 
: | nance Officer at NAD, Balboa, 
Canal Zone, and from 1939 to 
1941 as Assistant Gunnery Officer 
!on the WASP, an aircraft carrier. 
| After leaving the WASP, he re-. 
ported to Crane. | 

He was promoted from the rank 
of Chief Gunner to that of Lieu- 
tenant Commander in a little | 
more than one year, his finai pro-| 
imotion dating from December, | 
1942. | 
» Funeral services were held for | 
Commander Hutchinson on the} 
| Depot Tuesday, Feb. 27th, and his | 
body was then taken to New) 
| gersey, the home of Mrs. Hutchin- | 
son, for burial. | 

Comdr. Hutchinson leaves a! 
wife, Mrs. Olga E. Hutchinson, | 
now living on the Depot, and a 
five-year-old daughter, Olga Pa- 
tricia. 
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‘Grane Is Major Seurce | 
Of Navy Reserve Supply 


Crane, Feb. 23—The Supply 
Corps today observes the one hun- 
dred fiftieth anniversary of the 
beginning of thg supply system 
which has become a world-girdling 
network enabling the Fighting 
Fleet to meet its enemies in com- 
bat strength in any part of the 
globe. : 

The crude beginnings of Navy 
supply stem from an act of Feb. 
23, 1795, which created the office 
of Purveyor of Public Supplies, 
with the duty of procuring and 
providing provisions and eros eos 
for the Navy. 

Today’s supply activities are a. 
far cry from the early hap- hazard | 
trading of Navy agents and purs- | 
ers with farmers, timber opera- 
tors or foreign firms. 

Supplies must flow with effec-: 
tive regularity, not only to the: 
mobile forces afloat but to bases 
all over the world. A weak link | 
in a supply line can create ai 
yawning gap in the battle line. In; 
global war there can be no such 
thing as a weak supply line—if 
anything the supply line must be 
stronger than the front line. 

There are approximately 18,000 
officers of the Supply Corps to 
keep the supply line stronger for | 
the Navy’s 3,500,000 men. Pro- 
curement of the various materials 
E 700,000 separate items— 


is a prodigious task. For the fiscal | 
year ending June 30, 1944, the} 
Navy’s expenditures were $26,-| 
520,000,000. Shipment over-seas } 
were equivalent to 1,260 fifty car 
freight trains. Annual food re- 
quirements alone, if carried in one 
movement by rail, would require 
a freight train with cars loaded) 
'to capacity stetching from Des: 
Moines, Iowa to New Orleans. In 
addition, the Supply Corps must 
beeen keep 36,000 planes fly-| 
j 


ing, provide where it is needed | 
470,000,000 barrels of petroleum, | 
$178,000,000 of clothing, inspect | 
$5,000,000,000 of Navy stores and 
transfer $1,500,000,000 of sup-) 
plies to our Allies under Lend- 
| Lease. 


The Naval Ammunition Depot 
at Crane is the major source of 
reserve supply for ordnance and, 


as such, performs a most import-} 
in the process of | 


ant function 
getting this material to the point 


required in a usable condition and |! 


on time. The motto is and will 
continue to be Service, Service at 
all times,. Service around. the 


clock. 
——_—_— i ——_—_—_— 
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Construction Contract 
Let At Ammunition Depot 


ye 

Lt. Comiamie A. P. Pasquari- 
| ello, officer in charge of construc- 
| tion at the Crane Naval Ammuni- 
| tion Depot, announced today that 
Pa contract for the construction of 
a lunch and locker building and a 
; medium caliber loading plant has 
, been awarded to the Sumner S. 
' Sollitt & Company of Chicago 
| The contract provides for the 
expenditure of $170,000 on the 
| new buildings, which are a part 
of a $10,000,000 expansion pro- 
| gram at the depot. 

—— 53 
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60 Yr. Old Shoals Woman 
NAD Sewing Room Worker 


POET. 

Ora Jones, 60-year-old Shoals 
woman, is employed at the Star 
Shell Sewing Room at the Crane 
NAD. Her job is to help manu- 
facture powder bags, parachutes | 
and other items so vital to our) 
war effort. | 

In addition to Mrs. Jones there | 
are 17 other 60-year-olds from | 
various Southern Indiana towns 
who work at the Sewing Room 
also. They are Anna Burmister, 
Rettie Stewart, Dessie Bridwell, 
Grace Belleville and Effie Isom 
from Bedford, Jennie and Re-. 
becca Allen and Maggie Hayes 
from Linton, Nellie Williams and 
Nora Cooper from Mitchell, Grace 
Marshall and Bertha Laughlin 
from Odon,. Jessie Simonson from 
Vincennes, Kathryn Strange from 
Sullivan, Elizabeth Burkhardt 
from Montgomery, Mary Harvey 
from Crane and Grace Hanson 
fom Bloomington. 


MARCH 23, 1945 


ee FQ 
Trailers For Crane Depot | 
pee EY 
Senator Homer E. Capehart an- 
nounced today that the secretary 
of the navy has approved the allo- 
cation of $100,700 by the naval 
department for the installation of 
trailers for 100 families, including 
services, at the Naval Ammunition 
Depot at Crane, Ind. 
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SiG as & sicrage house for gen- 
eral ordnance material, consisting 
targely of guns and cun mounts, 
torpéio tubes and parts and 
for trucks and tractors. 

The other three bdvildings are 
to be completed at avproximately 
three-week intervals after the 
first is put into operation. Rail- 
road connections to the buildings 
are practically completed and uti- 
lities are almost ready for opera- 
tion. 
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Canin To Be expanded, 
xe | 
In an effort to ease the growing | 
housing shortage, the Navy plans 
to doube the size of the present 
Trailer Camp within the next 
month and a half or two months, 
according to a statement made to- | 
day by Ens. Harry L. Kelly, ' 
Housing Officer. 
Ens. Kelly said orders have al- 
ready been placed for 100 trailers 
of the Palace-Indian and Shultz 
type. Twenty of these are ex- 
pandable to three rooms, making 
them suitable dwelling for fami- 
lies with children. | 
The new trailers will be located 
just south of and adjacent to the. 
present camp site. 


rane Red Cross: Drive 
| 


APRIL 13, 1945 


Se ee 
Crane Dogs To Receive 
Rabies Innoculation 


—— ir 

Dogs belonging to residents of 
the Crane Trailer Camp, those 
owned by officers living on the 
reservation, and those whose own- 
ers live at Crane, the Navy’s 
Housing Project, are to be ins 
noculated for rabies on April 16. 


inarian, who will be at the Trailer 
Camp from 2 p. m. to 4 p. m. and 
at Crane from 4 p. m. to 6:30 
job Wek 


dog has had the shots and, upon 


wear. 
| large 


wtihout this innoculation 


| tag after April 16, either in Crane’ 


!or on the reservation, will be 


killed. 


The shots will be administered by. 
Dr. Sidney Bowman, Odon veter-. 


Each dog owner will be given a 
receipt by Dr. Bowman after his: 


the presentation of this receipt at’ 
the Coast Guard police station, : 
will be given a tag for his dog to} 
Dogs found running at! 
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Nets $5,382.72 Total 


—_—*— 

A final report on the recent 
Red Cross War Fund Drive shows 
that this year’s contributions, to- 
taling $5,382.72 topped the 1944 
total by more than $2,000. Depot 
personnel gave $38,371 last year. 
| A break-down by counties of 

the results of the 1945 campaign 

,teveals that residents of Martin; 
‘County (including Depot military | 
| personnel) gave $1,784.17. Green 
‘County was second with $981.25; 
_ Lawrence third with $801.95; Da-| 
'viess fourth with $678; and Mon-, 
lroe fifth with $479.60. Twelve | 
other counties—Ohio, Jackson, 
Vigo, Owen, Pike, Marion, Spen- 
| cer, Clay, Sullivan, Knox, Orange 
and Dubois—received credit for 
employee contributions also. 
Orange County was credited with 
$171.90; Knox with $161.90; Sul- 
livan with $134.74; Dubois with 
$68.75; Owen with $34.61; Clay 
with $28; Pike with $24.75; Mar- 
ion with $16; Vigo with $8; Spen- 
cer with $6; and Ohio and Jackson 
| with $2 each. 
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Crane Homes Area 
Plans Improvements 


_* 

A number of new conveniences 
in the Crane Housing Project have 
been planned for the near future, 
according to Ensign Harry L. 
Kelly, Housing Officer. 

W. C. Wilson, of the Star Shell 
Cafeteria, plans to open a res- 


| 


|taurant sometime during the last} 


of March or early April in the 
corner Cammercial Building now 
vacant. Ensign Kelly and Mr. 
Wilson have gone to Evansville 
to process priorities which are 
necessary for the purchase of res- 
taurant equipment. Though pri- 
orities have not yet been approved 
it is believed that the restaurant, 
which will be open Sundays, can 
be put in operation soon. 

A new dental office, staffed by 
Lt. W. P. Lewis and Lt. (jg) E. 
R. Ebbinghouse, Depot dentists, 
opened Wednesday night, March 
14th. This office, adjacent to the 
Police Station, will probably be 
| operating four nights a week and 
will be run on a fee basis. 

The Navy and Civie Govern- 
ment are jointly trying to deter- 
mine the most desirable places in 
which to put the recreational 


areas. It is hoped that within a 
very short time a survey can be 
completed and that work can be 
sturted on this projecl as the 


weather improves and manpower . 


becomes available. 
Bids are now being received for 


which will be applied on. the flat 
tops. 
| of the material can be made and 


construction begun within 


next two or three weeks. 


the composition brick siding, | 


| 


| 
| 


| 


| 
| 
! 
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| system is to be installed. An ad- 
dition to the mess hall is also 
planned. 

In connection with the $4,- | 


capac 
Construction Workmen 
Needed At Grane Depot 


The Crane Naval Ammunition 
Depot will need to almost triple 
its construction force within the} 
next four or five weeks if it is to: 
keep pace with new construction! 
and improvement authorizations, | 
according to Lt. Commander A. 
P. Pasquariello, officer in charge 
of construction. 

Lt. Comdr. Pasquariello’s an- 
nouncement came following a re- 
port of work to be started im- 
mediately on a $4,000,000 con- 
struction project, and budget bu-! 
reau approvement in Washington 
of four new projects at the depot 
which will require the expendi- 
ture of slightly less than another 
million dollars. 

Pasquariello said that the pres- 
ent construction force totals 
about 350 men, but he added 
that this force will need to be 
increased to 1,000 men in- the 
netx four or five weeks. 

The officer expressed concern 
at the present labor situation and 
said that he anticipates consider- 
able difficulty in securing the ad- 
ditional labor needed. 

He explained that the depot 
construction program is increas- 
ing rapidly and that a major pro- 
gram through the end of this 
year is assured. He predicted 
that construction of the depot 
will continue until the end of the 
war. , 

Comdr. Pasquariello said that 
the $4,000,000 project scheduled 
to start immediatey includes con- 


struction of ‘fa great many”? new 
mazazines for storage of am- 
munition. 


Also planned is a $200,00 im- 
provement in the naval barracks. 
Two new buildings are to be con- 
structed and a central heating} 


000,000 project, a contract for | 
$850,000 has been awarded the} 
Green Construction Company at 
Oaktown, Ind., for paving and) 
grading in the vicinity of new | 
magazines. 


| 
| 


material, 
NTOM Oa nVism Stine tesmecenk Pe 


The four new projects propos-| 
ed by the Navy starting July 1| 
include the following at the 
Crane Depot: Facilities for de-| 
sign, research, testing ordnance | 
$100,000; connection 
railroad, 
$280,000, 
enlarge- 


$250,000; warehouse, 

and pyrotechnic plant 

ment, $300,000. 
—--= 
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doe dohnson Is Elected 


| 


| 


‘lowing 
| also 
| trict No. 1; 


| trict No. 3; Henry Jones, District 
|No. 4, and O. R. Lentz, District 
|No. 5. 


| sential 


nc rn RR RE ENE 


Mayor Of Town Of Crane 


Residents of the Crane Hous-| 
ing Project went to the polls last 
Thursday, April 12th, in their! 
first city election to select a| 
mayor and city councilmen. Joe} 
Johnson, supervisor of the 20 
MM area at the Naval Ammuni- 
tion Depot, was elected mayor by | 
a margin of 12 votes, receiving | 
123 of the 283 votes cast. His| 


opponents were Henry Trimble, | 
runner-up, Paul Rogers, and O. | 
P. Dale. | 


Johnson has served as -mayor 
pro tem since the organization of 
the present temoprary Civic 
Council. He came to the Depot 


from rort, Mifing Pas in. July, ) 
1942, after serving 14 years in} 
the Navy. . He is 34 years old, 


married and has three children. 


William J. Brown was elected 
councilman-at-large, with a vote 
of 152, while his opponent, L. H. 
Larrimer, received 114. The fol- 
district councilmen were 
elected: Ray Tribble, Dis-} 
Thomas R. Gilligan, 
2; Carl Hawk, Dis- 


District No. 


The newly elected officers will 
assume their duties on May 
with headquarters in the Crane. 
Administration Building. An ini-| 
tiation supper is being planned 
for these public-spirited men, 
who will carry on the many es-| 
activities for the non-| 
political city organization, 
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Li. Cmdr. Pasquariello 


Leaves Crane HT 


—*— 
Lt. Cmdr. A. P. Pasquariello, 
| officer in charge of construction 
at the Crane Naval Depot since 


| 
| 


i 


H 


March, 1943, has left the depot 


and is to report May 20 for re- 
assignment at the  Davisville 


; (RAI) Naval Construction Camp. | 


Cmdr. 


Pasquariello was one. 


of the first. officers to arrive’ 


at the depot site, reaching there 
before a singe building had been 


constructed. He served as second. 
otficer in charge of construction: 


under Cmdrs. W. B. Short and 
& H  Carrithers and was the 
i third officer to become construc- 
|tion chief at the depot. 

| He will be suceeeded by Li. 


Cmdr. George J. Ciienev, who re-' 


cently 


: ; i 
returned to this country : 


after two years of foreign duty, | 


Cmdr. Cheney formeriy was in 
ithe South Pacific. 
| ———— 43 —__—.. 
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Crane USO Announces | 
Athletic. Program At 


—_—_—*K— 

The Athletic Program under 
the able leadership of Mr. Alvin 
| Holland is getting well underway. 
A group of twenty-one boys under | 
seventeen years of age have re- 
ported to organize an American 
Legion baseball team. Much en- 
thusiasm is being shown by fifteen 
girl war-workers, now known as 
the “Flying Cranes’, who meet 
bi-weekly to practice softball. The 
| team has been organized and is 
;now waiting for uniforms which 
ihave been ordered. The first 
'scheduled game is to be played 
‘on May 28, with the Waves sta- 
; tioned at the Crane Naval Am- 
|muntion Depot. 

The “Flying Cranes” wish to 
announce that they will be glad 
to play any other girls’ teams in 
twilight games during the summer 
months. Anyone interested may 
get in contact with Mr. Alvin 
Holland at the USO in Crane. A 
men’s travelling softball league 
is also being organized and any 
town interested in joining ‘the 
traveling league is urged to get in 
contact with Mr. Alvin Holland 
at the USO in Crane. 

The regular Saturday night 
Square Dances held at the Crane 
Community Building are on the 
way to becoming bigger and bet- |; 
ter. Previously the orchestra was | 
made up of a few good, but unor- | 
ganized players. Now the Band 
has increased in size and is having 
regular rehearsals, thus providing 
peppier and better music. 

; An Athletic Bingo will be held 
| Friday, May 18th at 8:00 pm. at | 
the Crane USO to raise money | 
| for the Athletic Committee to buy 
| additional equipment for summer 


| sports. 


——————  —_—_ 
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Pers! | 
Require Special Plates 
On Cars at Crane Depot 


—t~-- 
| According to a recent order 
issued from the office of Captain 
L. L. Hunter, civilian employees, 
and military personnel who drive | 
privately-owned cars. within the'! 
reservation must’ have NAD plates 
mounted on the front of the 
‘vehicle. The order is effective | 
May 20 and applies to everyone 
|entering or living on the Depot, 
‘with the exception of bus drivers, | 
contractors who use their own)! 
trucks, persons seeking employ- 
ment, and those entering the area | 
on business. 

The plates require a deposit of. 
$1.00 which will be refunded upon | 
,the termination of employment! 
or duty on: the Depot, providing | 
it is returned in a usuable; 
condition. They are available at 
the Depot Security office upon, 
presentation of satisfaetory proof 
of ownership. 

The plates come in _ three! 
two-color combinations, white on | 
{maroon for Naval officers, blue 
on white for civilians, and white 
on blue for the enlisted per- 
sonnel. Officer’s plate No. 1 has 
oeen issued to Captain Hunter, 
civilian plate No. 1 to Chief Clerk 
| M. J. Whitmore, and enlisted per- 


sonnel plate No. 1 to Orba Pate, 
Chief of the Depot’s 
Guard police force. 

| —— 


Coast 


MAY 18, 1945 


MAY 25, 945 


| News Frem Crane 
on Kae 

| The Crane Ammunition Depot 
| will become one of the stopping 
‘places gor buses of the Great 
| Lakes Greyhound Lines, operacing | 


| 

lington, Indiana, on Thursday, | 
| May 24. This more direct route, 
‘between the two places will cut | 
about an hour and five minutes' 
off the time now allotted for the; 
, trip. 

Two northbound and two south- : 
bound Greyhound buses will stop! 
at the Star Shell Parking lot’ 
daily, the former at 8:25 a.m. and_ 
'5:35 p.m., and the latter at 10:40) 
a.m. and 8:25 p.m. The round. 
| trip fare for civilians from the | 
Depot to Indianapolis is $3.97. ' 
|Furlough rates will be in effect | 
ifor military personnel. | 


; A large peeled portrait of the) 
ilate Lt. Comdr. J. W. Hutchinson, ; 
Depot Ammunition Officer who | 
died suddenly of a heart attack | 
|February 25, was unveiled in the, 
| east wing of Building 104 on May | 


| 
| 


setween Indianapolis and Wash-, 


' 


{ 


“This used t’ be our favorite picnic spot a year or so back.” 


! 


17. Before the picture was un-} 
veiled, Comdr. G. H. Weis, Ord- | 
nance Officer spoke briefly to the | 
day and night crews and naval | 


officers present, extolling the | 
fine qualities of Lt. Comdr.} 
Hutchinson. 


The portrait is one of three en- 
larged from a recent photograph 
and paid for from a fund donated 
by the employees of the building. 
The other two pictures are to be: 
hung in the central and west) 
wings of 104. 


——$— By ——___— 

Remodeling of the old Wilson | 
Canteen has been completed by 
the First Lieutenant’s Department 
at the Crane Ammunition Depot, 
and the Cafeteria Committee plans 
to reopen it for business May 28. 
What was originally a shack built 
as an eating place for a construc- | 
tion gang has now become an | 
attractive, thoroughly modern re- 
staurant. 

The new eating place will have. 
one large dining hall and two 
smaller rooms, suitable for special | 
groups. Plenty of parking space. 


lis available near by. 
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| 


News From Crane 


aaene scons 
Housing Improvements. 

Homes in the Crane Housing! 
Project are soon to have electric | 
stoves and electric water heaters, 
according to Lt. W. J. Felber, | 
Planning and Progress Officer at, 
N. A. D., Crane. Installation of | 
these units should be completed! 
in the whole area by November 30. | 


Other improvements planned | 


for Crane are concrete sidewalks . 


and curbing, improved roads, and 
additional landscaping. It is also | 
hoped that central hegting plants | 
can be secured for the“nomes and 
that the outside of the buildings 
will be painted in the not-too-; 
distant future. 

The Crane Housing Project, 
which is obviously to become an_ 
integral part of the Ammunition 
Depot, has been transferred by; 
the Federal Public Housing Au-; 
thority to the Navy Department, | 
and is thus directly under the. 
administrative control of the 
Commanding Officer of the Depot. | 
It fills a great need in the hous-! 
ing of skilled and unskilled work- | 
ers essential to meet production 
schedules, and Depot officials are 
doing all they can to make it a 
comfortable, attractive place to 
live. 

SS 
To Install Time Clocks. 

Following the completion of in- 
stallations now scheduled, 61 
time clocks will be in operation 
at Crane N. A. D. A new clock has 
recently been installed at the Ad- 
ministration Building, and others 
are being added in the various 
Area offices and Supply buildings. 

Some departments have had 
time clocks for many months, and 
the present installations are merely 
an attempt to secure greater 
uniformity and accuracy in time 
keeping throughout the area. The 
Electrical Division of the First 
Lieutenant’s Department ‘is in 
charge of the work. 


= 
Baseball Teams Busy. 
With summer in the offing, 
softball and baseball appear to be 
‘tops’”’ on the Navy’s recreation 
program at tne Crane Naval 
Ammunition Depot. Five men’s 
softball teams, three girls’ teams, 


ules for the summer’s play have 
been arranged. 
Included in the list of men’s 


softball teams are the Navy 
Officer, the Bluejackets (Navy 


enlisted men), the Marines, Naval 
Ordnance, and the Crane Mer- 
chants, the latter two being 
civilian teams. The girl teams in- 


ettes, and the Flying Cranes, who 
represent the Naval housing pro- 
ject at Crane. In addition to 
these, the Marines and the en- 
listed men have each organized 
; hardball teams. 

The Crane Twilight League, 
a six-team organization will in- 
clude a team from Loogootee and 
one from Shoals when it opens 
| June 6. 


ne 


—— & 
: > 8 


and two baseball teams have al-: 
ready been organized, and sched- 


clude the WAVES, the Star Shell-' 


considerable stolen property was 


| 
! 


| 


' Ammunition 


| 


| Newell 


JUNE 8, 1945 


Workmen Take Tools 


sees. 
Crane, Ind., June 6.—An in- 
tensified search for individuals 


responsible for the theft of tools, 
tires, gasoline, shells, and small | 
parts boxes at the Crane Naval | 
Depot has_ been| 
underway for some time and is | 
producing results. 

Provost Marshal Robert J. 
revealed the fact that 
William M. Wilson of Bedford 
was apprehended June 2, when 
an inspection of his truck cab 
disclosed a number of wrenches, 
hammers, and files hidden behind 


‘the seat.. At first Wilson denied 


any knowledge of the articles, 
but later confessed when a thor- 
ough search of his home at 1926) 
13th Street, Bedford, revealed 
additional tools and equipment. 
These included 4 quantity of 


copper wire, valued at $43. The|/ 


value of government property in 


| 
| 
From Ammunition Depot 
| 
| 


jd 


Wilson’s truck and at his resi-|' 


dence is approximately $114.49. 

Wilson was confined in the De-| 
pot Marine brig until Monday, 
June 4, when he was released to | 
the custody of special agent W.! 
Carroll Cuthbertson of the F.B.L.| 
for further investigation and 
ultimate prosecution on a charge 
of grand larceny. | 

During a _ recent wholesale | 
check of cars at the Depot gates, 


{ 


| found. Some of it was recovered | 


'at the gate, but still more 


was 
found scattered along the high- 
way, where car occupants had 


,thrown it upon discovering that 
|a thorough search was being made 
| ahead. 


| 
| 


‘disturbed at the pilfering of live 
' shells 


The Provost Marshall is greatly | 


from the Depot. Since 


/many or them can be exploded 


; types of scarce wire, and electrical | 
| supplies. 


with a slight jar, lives are en- 
dangered when shells are taken 
by people who do not know how 
to handle them. 


One car has been stolen on the i? 


Depot, along with a great many 
small articles which are scarce 
ior civilian use—electric drills, 
all kinds of hand tools, various 


—————e 
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Crane Marines to Ride 
in Western Horse Show! 


wre | 
The U. S. Marine Mounted | 
Detachment at the Crane Naval | 


Ammunition Depot plans to enter 


several contestants in the West- 
ern Horse Show, to be held in! 
| Bloomington on June 17 under the 
| Sponsorship of: the Monroe County 


| 


Saddle Club and the Bloomington | 


Lions Club. 
The Marine riders will include 


Sgt. J. B. Brown of Louisiana, }. 
ride a horse named | 


who will 
Prince, Cpl. K. E.- Muller of Texas, 
whose horse is Marilyn, and Pfc. 
E. M. Stenzel of Minnesota, who 
will ride Devil Dog. They plan to 
enter the Musical Chair, Cob Race, 
Horsemanship, Relay Race, and 
Jumping Events. All these Marines 
are returned veterans of the war 
in the Pacific, and all have had 
considerable experience with | 
horses. Cpl. Muller, in fact, has | 
been a bronco-buster and has' 
previously taken part in a number | 
of rodeos in Texas. ~ 

The participation of Marines in 
the Horse Show has been made 
possible by Col. H. R. Huff and 
Capt. R. J. Newell of the USMC, 
and by Bud South, ring master 
of the Bloomington show and 
sponsor of the Crane Equestrians, | 
a newly organized riding club at 
the - Depot. According to Mr. 
|South, an experienced cowhand | 
{and showman and a member of 
ea riding and rodeo asso- 


a nS ee 


ciations, this club is planning to 
sponsor a riding show at Crane 
later this summer. 

433 —————- 
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$341,270 Alloted For 
Construction: at Crane 


| 
a 
| 
i 


Aveta to Comdr. A 
Gebelin, Acting Commanding 
Officer of the Crane N.A.D., 


$341,270 has recently ve allott- 
ed by the Navy Department for 
the construction of additional 
Lunch and Locker Buildings, as 
weil as for the modification of | 
certain buildings already con- | 
structed. | 

Six different projects have been | 
authorized: $74,170 for Lunch, | 
Locker, and Shower Buildings and 
expansion of the Flare Fuse 
Assembly Building; $35,400 for! 
modifications to Major eee 


“D” Loading Building; $72,000 
for Lunch and Locker Building | 
for Medium Calibre Projectile 


Loading Plant and “D” Sifting 
Building; $12,700 for Lunch, | 
Locker, and Silk Stowage Building | 
for Ignition Filling and Quilting | 
Building; $72,000 for Lunch and| 
Locker Building for Cartridge} 
Case and Tank Repair Buildings; | 
and $75,000 for Lunch and Locker | 
Building for the Case Filling and 
Bag Charge Buildings. 

Plans and specifications are be-j 
ing prepared by the Officer in! 
Charge of Construction, and 
contracts will be let as soon as! 


arrangements can be made. | 


| have left willingly. | 


Dies. that 
| rather 
| P : | 
| Vvarfous steps are being taken to! 


JUNE 29, 1945 
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Additonal Thefts At 
Crane Depot Disclosed 


ata 

Crane, Ind., June 26.—In the} 
“continued search for prepetrators 
lof Depot thefts, Odie Charles 
“Hopper of West Baden Springs 
,was apprehended by the Coast 
| Guard Police, Friday, June 22. 
| After being questioned at his} 
‘work by depot authorities, he con- | 
‘fessed to having taken a small 
‘quantity of raw silk used in the! 
making of powder bags. 

Hopper, a field crew checker 
‘who has worked at Crane since : 
‘December, 1942, was taken into | 


.' custody by the State Police, and! 
; the Federal Bureau of Investiga- 


‘tion was notified. Hereafter all 
‘cases of this type involving theft’ 
-'of government property from the: 
,|N. A. D. will probably be handled | 
| by themida 
| AN ic 
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Anti-Vice Brive Gets 


Underway Ai Crane 
bb crstes 

In an attempt to clean up vice 
in the Crane Housing Project, 
Depot officials a week ago con- 
ducted a raid of questionable 
places and _ discovered Speciiic | 
evidences of illicit relations and/ 
possible juvenile delinquency. | 
Three people who were considered 
detrimental to the morals of the 
community were asked to leave | 
Crane within 48 hours. So far! 
there have had to be no actual’ 
evictions, since the individuals | 


} 
tv is known by Depot author-| 
immoral practices are | 
widespread in Crane and' 


eliminate this condition. No ; 
doubt the “clean-up” campaign | 
will be intensified in the future, ! 
as the civic-minded residents are 
attempting to make their commu-, 
hicy a thoroughly desirable place: 
in which to live. 
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Grane NAD Production 
Schedules Increased 


_—_r— 


Comdr. G. H. Weis, Ordnance 


Officer at the Crane Naval 
Ammunition Depot, announced to- 
day that production schedule at 
the Depot will reach a new peak 
in July and will doubtless remain 
at this high level for several 
thereafter. Cartridge 
assembly schedules call for an 
80 per cent increase during the 
Rext menth, major caliber am. 
munition 50 per cent, and rockets 
30 per cent. The case and tank 
repair unit will also have to in- 
crease production to tie in with 
larger cartridge case demands. 
Comdr. Weis further stated that 
shipments of ammunition and 
ordnance equipment, both incom- 
ing and outgoing, have been great- 
ly increased. Stowage of ammuni- 
tion likewise is on the upgrade, 
thus making necessary the con- 
struction of approximately 125 
new magazines of various types. 
As a result of unprecedented 
production demands, the Naval 
Ammunition Depot is calling for 
several hundred more Naval 
ordnance workers. At least 100 
men are needed for ammunition 
handling, and 70 men and 60 wo- 
men for work in production plants. 
kt will even be necessary to start 
another shift in Cartridge Assemb- 
ly to take care of the work load. 
—_———— 48 ——_——_ 
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ee SQ 
Crane Restaurant Now 


Under New Manager | 


— x — 

Miss Dolly Burpo, former dis- 
trict manager of Walgreen stores 
in Chicago, recently sub-leased the 
refreshment department of the 
Crane Drug Store from Donald 
K. Cofield. She plans to have a 


ies refreshment from the drug 


ionger hours each day. 


(greater variety of foods, 
'prove the quality. Miss Burpo is 
|a Tormer resident of Mitchell. 


“8 


| partition built in soon to separate | 


section, so that the restaurant can | 
operate seven days a week for | 


This eating place now offers a| 
and . 
every effort is being made to im-| 
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LT. COMDR. G. J. CHENEY 
HEADS NAD CONSERVATION 

Lt. Comdr...G. J. Cheney, 
USNR, a widely experienced civil 
engineer, relieved Lt. Comdr. A. 
P. Pasquariello some time ago as 
Officer in Charge of Construction. 

Lt. Comdr. Cheney reported to 
Crane from overseas, where he 
had for more than two years been 
Executive Officer and then 
Officer in Charge of the 46th 
Construction Battalion, more 
commonly known as_ Seabees. 
After leaving the country in 
February, 1943, the Battalion did 
all types of construction work— 
built air fields, docks, tank farms, 
hospitals, aviation supply depots, 
and water systems—on Guadal- 
canal, New Guinea, and the 
Admiralty Islands. 

Before going to the Seabees, 


| 
{ 
} 


| 


| 
! 
| 


| 
} 


! 


| Francisco for duty in the Pacific 


Lt. Comdr, Cheney had been Re- 
sident Officer in Charge of Dry- 
docks at Portsmouth, N. H. He had 
served there since his entry into) 
the Navy in August, 1941./ 
In civilian life he had worked as, 
an engineer for the Bureau of 
Reclamation in Colorado, Arizona, 
and California. Lt. Comdr. Cheney | 
has a B. S. degree in civil engi- 
neering from Ohio State Univer- 
sity. 


—*«— 

EXTENSIVE TOUR OF DEPOT 

A tour of various activities on 
the Crane Naval Ammunition nag 
pot by employees holding One} 
Year and Six Months Merit Cards | 
is being planned for the near 
future. This project, sponsored 
by the Employees’ Recreation 
Committee, will be given em-' 
ployees as a reward for consci- | 
entious and loyal service. 

The tour, it is hoped, will enable | 
workers more fully to understand 
the complex role of the Depot in 
the war effort. Furthermore, it 
should serve as an incentive to 
additional employees to emulate 
the achievements of those so 
honored. 

—_—_*— 

CHAPLAIN JOHN Q. MARTIN 

Chaplain John Q. Martin, who 
has been serving the religious 
needs of the Crane. Naval! 
Ammunition Depot since August, 
1944, was detached last Friday, | 
July 27, and is to report to San 


Area. He was relieved by Chaplain 
Elbert E. Walkup, who recently | 
returned from England, where he 
had been on duty with American 
forces for more than a year. 
Chaplain Martin reported to 


Great Lakes 


Crane from the 
Training Station, having previ- 
ously been in the Pacific Area 
aboard the USS LASALLE. He has 
been on active duty in the Navf. 
since November, 1942, when he 
left a position as Rector of 
Calvary Church in Philadelphia 
and Dean of West Philadelphia. 
Chaplain Martin has had ex- 
tensive training for the ministry. 
After graduating from Kenyon 


i College, he took theological work 


at Bexley Hall, Gambier Ohio, and 


jat tae Seabury Divinity School, 
| Fairbauit, Minn. He has a 
ie 

in 


degree 


theology trom Seabury 


| Western, Evanston, II. 
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{04 Crane Employees 
Over 70 Years of Age 


—_—-*-- 
Crane Naval Depot, Aug. 2.— 
One might weel believe that 


“life begins at 40’’ when he sees 
the enthusiasm displayed by one 
hundred and four Depot employees 
who are 70 years old or over. 
These ‘‘oldsters’’ are capably 
serving in many different fields— 
asy ammunition handlers, powder 
inspectors, railroads maintenance 
men, janitors, and members of the 
Coast Guard police force. 
Bedford has the largest number 


of septuagenarians—a total of 


12. Bloomington, Bloomfield. Lin- |: 


ton, and Lyons are in second place 
with 7 each. Crane is third with 6, 
Oolitic, Shoals, Dugger, and 
Jasonville are tied for fourth place 
with 4 each, and Bicknell has 3. 
Several other towns have at least 
one or two representatives. 

Depot officials take their hats 
off to these employees who, after 
passing their 70th mile stone, are 
still eager to do their part. 

—_———- £4, 
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| Otterbein Friends Honor 


Former School Teacher 


—— 
Otterbein, Ind., Aug. 7.—The 
Otterbein community honored 
Harry Q. Holt and wife at a 


meeting Monday night. There was 
a pot luck dinner in the high 
school gymnasium in charge of 
the mothers of the 4-H boys and 


-| girls. Special music was in charge 


of Misses Lois Jean Fleeneer and 
Grace Ellen Martin. Wilbur 
Weigle, who only recently return- 
ed from the European center of 
action was special guest, since 
he was Otterbein’s first Junior 
Thomas Maddox was 
Master of Cermonies and present- 
ed to Mr. and Mrs. Holt a table 
lamp and a fountain pen on be- 
nalf of the community. Gustave 
Thias, who is succeeding Mr. Holt 
as agriculture teacher and 4-H 
leader in the Otterbein community, 
was introduced and gave and 
was introduced and gave an 
interesting talk. 

An Autograph Album was also 
igiven to Mr. and Mrs. Holt with 
the best of wishes for success in 
'their capacity as Superintendent 
| of Martin County Schools for the 
{next four years. 
ee BH 


AUGUST 17, 1945 


|\Crane NAD News 
paneer WE cases 
100 NEW TRAILERS READY 


Within the next ten days 100° 


additional trailers, . located ad- 
jacent to the present trailer camp, 
will probably be ready for oceu- 
pancy. Twenty of them are of 
the expandable family type. 

A seeding and landscaping pro- 
gram for this project is now be- 
ing contemplated. 


et 
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ADDITIONAL CONTRACTS 
Two new contracts, totaling 

$608,000, have recently been let 

to companies alreacy at work on 
the Depot. Maxon Construction 
was granted a $380,000 contracts 
eovering railroad installations 
and water lines for fire protection 
in the Smokeless Powder Area, 
and the Green Construction Com- 
pany received a $278,000 con- 
tract covering comparable facili- 
ties in the Inert Storage Area. | 

Still another contract was 
awarded to the General Electric 
Supply Corp. of Louisville, for 
$27,500, covering the installation 
of railroad alarm signals at thir- 
teen crossings. Work is to begin 
November 1. . 

Bids were received August 11 
for the Ignition Filling and Quilt- 
ing Building, and contractors al-. 
ready working on the Depot were 
asked to submit bids for additions 
to the Tank Repair Building. 

—*«— 
DEPOT CHAPEL 

The Depot may soon be able 
to boast a real chapel, if plans for 
utilizing materials in the old Mt. 
Springs church for such a struc- 
ture are accepted. The flooring, 
beams, purlins, and other materials 
in the old church are still in good 
condition and can be successfully 
used in the new church to be con- 
structed in the Industrial Area, 
adjacent to the cemetery. 

The chapel is to be a colonial 
frame building, large enough to 
seat approximately two hundred 
people. It would fill a real need at 
the Depot, since the recreation 
fall now used for caurch services 
is not particularly conducive to a 
religious atmosphere. 

Work on the chapel will get 
underway as s00n as satisfactory 
plans can be approved. The 
First Lieutenant’s Department will 
be in cnarge of the construction. 
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‘Grane NAD Span Limit 
Still 35 Miies Per Hour 


7 ca 
Though Indiana and other sta tas: 
| have removed the speed limit of 
; 35 miles per hour, the Depot plans 
i retain the limitation. All em- 
ployees are therefore asked to con- | 
tinue to abide strictly by this re-|' 
; gulation. 
The same 


reasons for taking ¢ 
safety precautions which pre-|i 
viously made it advisable to main- ' 
tain low speeds on the Depot are 
still present. Ammunition trucks 
flying four flags may still be en-! 
countered along the highways, and 
the highly curved roads make fast 
driving dangerous. Tires, too, are 
difficult to get in sufficient 
quantity to keep the numerous— 
vehicles moving and should not be 
harmed needlessly. For these 
reasons, no change is anticipated ' 
in the near future. 
as ———— 


SEPTEMBER 14 


PRU DIELS pent 
New Crane NAD Chapel 
Now Under fonstruction 


Senet TG meals 

Construction of the New Depot 
chapel, the site of which has been 
changed to a place in between the / 
Personnel building and the can- 
teen, facing H-5, got underway on 
September 4. The three old) 
churches on the reservation, in- 
cluding the Mt. Springs Church, | 
are being dismantled to supply |. 
materials for the building. 

An attractive steeple will add 
the finishing touch to the colonial 
frame structure which is to have 
|an over-all length of 96 feet and a 
|width of 36 feet. The First 
Lieutenant’s Department, which is 
in charge of the constrution, will 
make its own pews. The heat will: 
‘be supplied from the same line 
|which feeds the laundry, commuis- | 
|sary, and canteen. 
| Appropriate ceremonies will be- 
i neld within the next few wees 

the larinz of the corner stone, and 
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‘Two Fined For Thefts 
At Ammunition Depot: 


ee ] 
Carl Hineman, 33, of Switz bl 
;and Oba Charles Hopper, 24, of) 
‘West Baden, both charged with the | 
‘theft of government property from 
'the Crane Navel Ammunition De- 
‘pot, where fined in Indianapolis | | 
: Federal Court Tuesday by |' 
Judge Robert C. Baltzell. 
' Hineman was fined $500 and 
Hopper was fined $25. Both en- 
tered pleas of guilty when 
arraigned before Judge Baltzell. 
' The case of Iva Helms Warnick, 
44, of Bloomfield, also charged 
with taking property at the depot, 
was referred to the probation de- 
partment for investigation. He 
pleaded guilty in Federal Court. 
Joseph L. Newton, 47, of Crane, 
charged with stealing government 
property at Crane, pleaded inno- 
cent when arraigned before Judge 
Baltzell. 
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OCTOBER 19, 1945 


OCTOBER 19, 1945 


Crane Benot Suggestion 
| Plan Te Be Gontinued 


pot 

Employees at the Crane Naval 
Ammunition Depot still have an 
opportunity to cash in on pro- 
duction ideas, it was revealed to- 
| day in a dispatch from the depot. 

The dispatch said that continu- 
ation of the beneficial suggestion 


program has been authorized by 


the Navy Department. 

The program at the depot was 
inaugurated early in 1944 and 
lsince that time approximately 
.750 workers, several of them from 
Martin county have 
suggestions. One hundred ‘and 
twenty ideas resulted in cash a- 
wards and fifteen drew letters of 
commendation signed by _ the 
commanding officer. 

Cash awards range from $5 to 
$250, with an average of about 
$31 per adopted suggestion. 
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Supervises Grading, Paving at Crane NAD 


es 


Crane, Ind., Oct. 15.—Claude 
M. Day, civilian supervisor of 
the Heavy Euipment Division 
of the Roads and Grounds De- 
partment, has worked on the 
Depot since April, 1941. A 
former employee of the State 
Highway Commission, he was 
first employed by the Maxon 
Construction Company to super- 
vise the Crane NAD highway 
construction program. In 1942 
he was transferred to the Navy 
as supervisor of grading. 

In his position as supervisor 
of the Heavy Equipment Divi- 
sion, Day has been directly re- | 
sponsible for the growth and | 
upkeep of the Depot’s splendid | 
highway system. He also direct- 
ed the erosion control programs | 
and the grading and stoning of 
all storage and parking lots. 


A veteran of World War I, he was a cook at Camp McCellan, Ala- 


bama. Day has a perfect attedance record on the Depot as of Yer 
Day. .He and his family live at Shoals. 
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OCTOBER 19, 1945 


Pays Big Dividends 


The $15 which.the Marines at 
the Crane Naval Ammunition De- 
pot,, under the direction of Lt. 
Col. H. R. Huff, invested in seed 
for their victory garden, located 
near the Bedford road where Tur- 
key Creek intersects it, has paid 
tremendous dividends. Already 
they have reaped about $1,380 
worth of vegetables, wholesale, 
and they have yet to harvest a 
crop of roasting ears, string beans, 
and butter beans, valued at about 
$500. 

The garden, consisting of corn, 
beets, carrots, radishes, cabbage, 
onions, string beans, butter beans, | 
cucumbers, green peppers, toma,- 
toes, and cantaloupes, was planted 
and cared for by the Marines, 
many of whom are not here now, 
during their spare time. Some of 
the men with farm backgrounds 
welcomed the chance to get back 
to the land, if only for a short} 
time. 

The ingenuity of the Marines 
has made it possible for the Mess | 
to have a more varied bill of fare. 
And many married Marine officers l 
and enlisted men have saved con-! 
siderable money by being allow- | 
ed to use vegetables from 


the } 
garden. | 
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OCTOBER 26, 1945 


525 Guests to Join In 
Crane Navy Day Meet 


Navy Day, will be celebrated 
tomorrow ‘throughout the nation, 
approximately 525 guests will visit 
the Crane Naval Ammunition De- 
pot. The Governor, Senators, 
Congressmen, and other leading 
business and professional people 
from the surrounding area have 
been invited to make a tour of 
the station. 


The group will congregrate at 
the Administration Building at 
nine o’clock, and from there will | 
be taken in buses through Supply 
Warehouse 40 and Mine Fill A, 
and then on to the Rocket Range, 
where there will be a display of 
“ammunition fireworks.’ After | 
the exhibition, the group will be| 
taken to the Star Shell Cafeteria 
for lunch. 


| 
} 
1 
' 


t 


For those guests who wish to! 
spend the day on the Depot, | 
there will be extended tour and a! 
movie at the Naval Barracks Re- | 
creation Hall. Others will go to the: 
Indiana University-Tulsa Univer- 
sity football game in Bloomington, 
where the Depot will participate 
in the Navy Day celebration. 

Between halves at the football 
game, Captain L. L. Hunter will 
present a charter to members of 
the Bloomington Navy League, 
‘composed fo Indiana University 
departmental heads and other 
prominent business and  pro- 
fessional men. The Commanding 
Officer will be accompanied by | 
Capt. H. J. McManus, Comdr. G. 
H. Weis, Comdr. Benjamin Alt- 
man, Comdr. R. F. Hague, Lt. 
ColsHeRem tutte ly LanWen Nem Dale; 
and a representative WAVE mr 
ficer and nurse. A company of! 
50 Marines will also drill between : 
halves, and the Navy prize-winn- 
‘ng band will play. 

2 ———_ 


NOVEMBER 9, 1945 


‘RESULTS OF NATIONAL WAR: 
FUND DRIVE AT NAD, CRANE 

A breakdown by counties of the 
contributions made to the Nation- 
al War Fund by Crane Naval Am-: 
munition Depot employees during | 
the recent drive reveals that Mar- | 
tin County residents led with a/| 
contribution of $1021.30. Greene | 
| County was second with $407.35; | 
| Lawrence, third, with $402.47.! 

The Depot drive, which started | 
October 8 and continued through: 
October 20, netted $2605.75 or an} 
approximate average of 55 cents. 
from each active employee. Of, 
this total, $2451.13 was given by’ 
‘civilian employees; $47.75 came | 
from Naval Barracks, and $8.50 
from the Marines. A dance, held 
at the Depot gym on October 20, 
netted the fund $98.37. | 


ool 


NOVEMBER 30, 1945 
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| 

NO HUNTING ALLOWED 
\AT CRANE NAD 
| According to a Depot order, 
there is to be absolutely no hunt- 
ing on the Depot by either civilian 
or military personnel. Any viola- 
tlons of these orders wil] subject 
the individual to strict disciplia- 
ary action. 


Two chief reasons are given: 
for this order. One is the safety 
of persons on the Depot, and the | 
other is that this Reservation has | 
been designated as a game pre- 
serve. Considerable wild life-beav- 
ers, white-tailed deer, wild tur- 
keys — have been placed in the 
area and should not be molested. | 


TRAILER CAMP AT CRANE 
TO BE DISBANDED 

Since various requests have 
been made for Depot trailers, 
they will probably be shipped to 
the activity designated by the 
Bureau of Yards and Docks as: 
soon as the Ordnance Battalion 
has been disbanded. There will be | 
sufficient housing at Crane -to, 
take care of persons now living at 
the Trailer Camp who wish to 
remain in this vicinity after the 
Ordnance Battalion leaves. 


NO VEMBER 30, 1945 


Navy Dept. Decides To 


Complete Building 
Program At Grane NAD 


Crane NAD officials have just 
received authorization to go 
ahead with the magazine and in- 
ert storge construction program 
as originally planned. This $4,- 
500,000 program, which was tem- 
porarily curtailed several weeks 
ago, calls for the completion of 
126 new storage buildings — 40 
inert, 55 smokeless powder, and 
31 fuze and detonator magazines. 

Contractors affected by 

change in plans include the Max- 
on Construction Co., which is 
building the smokeless powder 
magazines, Johnson, Drake and 
‘| Piper, which holds the. fuze and 
detonator and inert storage con- 
tracts, Green Construction Co., 
which is handling the grading, 
water and railroad services to the 
magazine, and the Russell B. 
Moore Co., architectural and en- 
‘gineering contractor: 

According to Comdr. J. T. Da- 
vis, new Construction Officer, 
this building program: should be 
completed by May 1. A few of the 


ished and are being rapidly filled 
with ordnance materials returning 
from the fleets. 
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magazines have already been fin- |< 
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‘Charles “Dad” Sherfick Retires From Depot 


WAR BALLOTS ARE 
AVAILABLE HERE 


War ballots are now avail- 
able at the county clerk’s office 
for all service men and women 
who are home on furlough. 

These ballots may be cast by 
any service man or woman pro- 
viding the voter is 21 years old, 
or older, and has a legal resi- 
dence within Martin county. 

For all purposes concerned, it 
is better to vote in person while 
at home than to make mail ap- 
plication and vote by mail. 

Don’t miss your opportunity 
to vote in this election. Vote 
in person while at home on fur- 
lough—or apply by mail if you 
aren’t coming home before No- 
vember 7th. 


ee! 


NOVEMBER 30, 1945 


} 


“Dad” Sherfick, a very like- 
able 76-year-old Print Shop | 
worker, was among the many | 
employees over 70, recently! 
released from the Depot by) 
government order. He will con- 
tinue to live in Shoals, where} 
he has been an active political | 
figure. | 

“Dad” started at the Depot 
July 10, 1942, and was em- 
ployed in the field for two, 
months. He then became a Jan-) 
itor in the old Industrial Shops, 
and has worked for the Print| 
Shop since March, 1943. 

Before going to Crane, he; 
farmed for a number of years 
and then served for two 4-year} 
terms as Clerk of Martin 
County. 
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Naval Cwiltan Council 


Holds Meeting Wed. 


Twelve Southern Indiana towns were represented Wed- 
nesday evening at an Executive Committee meeting of 
the Civilian Advisory Council of the Naval Ammunition 
Depot, at Crane, Indiana. 

The meeting got underway with a dinner at six 0 tend 
in the lavish Officers’ Club, overlooking Greenwood, near 


‘| the center of the Depot area. Paul Ryan, Public Relations 


Officer at the Depot, opened the meeting. Naval person- 
nel were introduced along with all representatives pres- 


ent from the surrounding towns. 

Captain L. L. Hunter, Commanding Officer of the De- 
pot, who is retiring in the next thirty days, made an in- 
spiring talk concerning the importance of protecting the 
taxpayer’s investment by keeping the Depot at Crane, as 
well as all other Naval and Army establishments, intact 
BSUS UE AT CR ae INS GP ATI OG CL met 
war. 

Captain Hunter has been at 
the head of the Depot since 1943. 
‘He possesses a wonderful person- 
ality, which has done much toward 

creating a good feeling betweer 
_the people employed at Crane and 
the Civilian population in the 
surrounding towns. Captain Hun. 
ter has spent 34 years as a Com- 
manding Officer in the Navy. 

Following Captain Hunter's Ellis Fish, Vice-president of the 
talk, the meeting was turned over | Samization, gave a short a 
to Bruce Kixmiller, of Bicknell, commending the fine work done 
who was elected president of the | by Captain Hunter and his of- 
organization at its first meeting | ficers at the Depot. at 
held a few weeks ago. Mr. Kix-' Sanford Deckard, member of 
miller stressed the importance of | |the Executive Committee from, 
such a council keeping in close | Shoals, attended the meeting. 
touch with the Naval Affairs Com- | Other members from Shoals are | 
mittee, in both the Senate and the | Al Friesenhengst, Ray Tredway,, 
House of Representatives in Wash- | Jesse Wood,-H. Piatt, Tom Sher- 
ington when the budgets for the-|fick and Harold McCameron. 
Navy expenditures are made up. Carl Patterson member of the 
‘He stated that we did not want to | Executive Committee, of Loo- 
|spend any--excessive amount of | gootee, was present, and Stanley 
| the taxpayers’ money at Crane, | Wolfe was- there in the absence | 
| but, if the money was to be spent,'|0f Father Ralph Doyle, who is 
it was not only good insurance|| one of the two Vice-presidents of 
against war to keep Crane up, the organization. Mr. Wolfe and | 
but was good business for the/|| Mr. Patterson made short talks 
communities surrounding Crane/|| regarding the name given the or- 


The Depot now employs about 
twenty-two hundred workers and 
| the budget is already set up for 
the next year at this figure. 


to see that it was kept going. | ganization. a 


AUGUST 16, 1946 


Crane Receives 
Additional Money 

| 

| 

| 


Yesterday Capt. L.- L. ay 
received word from the Bureau| 
of Ordnance in Washington, D. 
C., that an additional $50,090 has | 
been allotted to the U. S. came 
Ammunition Depot. 

The purpose of the additional | 
allotment is for a Soil Erosion | 
Control program. Seventy- five | 
laborers will be selected from the: 
eligible list by the Board of Ex-: 
aminers at the Depot and will be 
hired for a three months’ period. 
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SEPTEMBER 6, 1946 


Announcing 


Qe OTS Sere ese 


Formal 


for school. 


THE 


aa 


Opening 


Crane 5c to $1 Store 
Friday, Sept. 8 


Space and time will not permit us to list the many 
bargains to be found in our store for the Thrifty 
Shopper. Come in and let us help you select the sup- 
plies that are necessary to get that boy or girl ready 


The same bargains are to be found in our Shoals and 
Loogootee Stores, in addition to our new store at 


Crane. 


Onward 2-Ring Binder of 
Heavyweight Board ___ 25c 
Onward 2-Hole Fillers for 
Loose Leaf Binder __ 5¢-10c 
Onward 3-Ring Binder _ 29¢ 
Onward 3-Hole Fillers 

20 sheets, 5c; 48 sheets, 10c 
Onward “Comp” Books 
60-page, 5c; 124-page, 10c 
Spiral ‘‘Comp” Books __ 10c 
Onward Bond Finish 


Typewriter Paper _______ Sc 
8 Different Shades Wax 
Crayola Crayons ______ 10c 
16 Different Shades Wax 
Crayola Crayons _____ 15c¢ 
Open-Side Notebooks __ Sc 


Open-End Notebooks __ 5c 
Lead Pencils, with Eraser 
Tips ee oe 3 or Se 
Sheer Combed Lawn Hankies 
forsGirls =e 3 for 57c 
Bright Bobby Combs, Black 
or Pastel Colors ______ Se 
Rat-tail Comb for Girls 
Pocket Comb for Boys __ 5a 
Boys’ Handkerchiefs __ 19c 
All-Elastic Suspenders _ 390 


Dr. Lyon's 

Tooth Powder _______ 10c 
Child’s Nylon 

wooth Brush). =. ——- = 10c 


Dr. West’s Tooth Brush, 25c 


Listerine Tooth Paste = 10¢ 
Adhesive Bandages ____ 10c 
Silk Dental Floss ____ 10c 
Hair Curlers, card ____ 10c 
Plastic Barrettes ___ 10c 
Hairbow or Barrette ___ 9c 


Steel Hold-Bob Pins ___ 9c 
White Paper Napkins __ 10c 
Combination Padlock __ 29¢ 
Bicycle Padlock _______ 19c 
Key-Style Padlock ___- 25c¢ 
Paste or Liquid Shoe 

Polish 
Stick-On Shoe Soles in 
Children’s Sizes, pair _ 20c 
Lead refills for Mechanical 


Pencils, box _._______ 10c 
Gift-Boxed Scripto 

Pencilg= oom $1.00 
Pencil with lead and 
Eraserse ecco) ace 40s 
Best Grade Lead Pencils, 5c¢ 
Colored Crayon Pencil __ 5c¢ 
Copying Pencil _______ Sc 
Pencil Clips _____ 2 for Sc 


Sheaffer's Skrip Ink _ 15¢ 
Onward Blue-Black Ink, 5c 


Onward White Paste __ Sc 
Metal Paper Punch ___ 10c 
Pencil Sharpener _____ 10c 


SHOALS 5c to $1.00 STORE 
LOOGOOTEE 5c to $1.00 STORE 
GRANE 5c to $1.00 STORE 


SPECIALTIES OVER $1.00 
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SEPTEMBER 6, 1946 


Cut Funds From 
Budget For Crane 
Deputy Sheriff 


The County Council met in the 
| Court House in West Shoals on 
| Tuesday and Wednesday and be- 
; fore adjourning, clipped $4,100.- 
| 80 from the proposed budget for 
the coming year. The biggest slice 
| was cut from the proposed pay 
|for a deputy sheriff at Crane 
| next year. This was cut from 
| $2100.00 to nothing, thus elimin- 
ating the Crane deputy after De- 
|cember 31 of this year. 

The councilmen also cut $650. 
|for the County Attendance Of- 
| ficer’s mileage from the budget, 
and $300 from the: mileage of the 
County Superintendent of Schools. 

There were several other minor 
reductions made from the differ- 
|ent county offices’ estimated 
| needs. : 
| The county tax rate for next 
year was pegged at $1.63, or two 
cents higher than the rate of 
| $1.61 now in effect. 
| Items which were included this 
| year that were not in the budget 
|last year were $2800. for the 
‘County Health Nurse. A delega- 
tion of taxpayers from Shoals and 
Loogootee appeared before the 
Council and asked that this item 
be included in the budget. Hereto- 
fore, the State has taken care of 
this expense, but several months 
ago informed the Counties over 
the State that they would no 
longer take care of this salary. 

A delegation from Loogootee 
appeared before the Council and 
asked that $2400. be included in 
the budget for a Service Director 
next year, and this item was in- 
cluded. The present salary of the 
Director is $1800. per year. 

The Welfare and Highway es- 
timates remained the same as 
| last year. 
| The County Councilmen are: 
| Joseph C. Risacher, Frank Jones, 
William F. Baker, W. S. Hol- 
| sapple, John L. Sherfick, Harvey 
ae Sipes and William H. Potts. 
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‘Announcement was made today by Paul Ryan, Public 
Relations Director atthe Crane: Naval. Ammunition De- 
pot, that Open House-will be held at the depot from eight 
a. m.-until four p. m.on Navy Day, Sunday, October 27. 
All residents of Martin County are urged to report at the 
‘Crane Gate at the Town.of Crane, Indiana, between those 
‘hours.;-Everyone is invited — men,. women and children. 
Visitors will be met at the Crane Gate and taken in depot 


visit to the'different buildings on the grounds. 


* Special flower memorial services at sea in-honor of Navy 
men and women who lost their lives during World War II 
as well as the open house program at the Crane Naval 


| Ammunition Depot, will be conducted in connection with 
jthe observance of Navy Day 


program... ":. Rh 
‘In order to afford the people of 
the United States an. opportunity 
to: participate In the ceremony, 
Crane * Depot Vofficials sald». all 
flowers. received. before midnight 
Saturday, Oftober 26, will be put 
aboard Naval.vessels and plancs 
at various port. cities within the 
continental United States and will 
later be‘scattered on the waters. 
~The.flowers will be scattered 
on the wafers after appropriate 
all-faith memorial services, Many 
ships and-planes wil? partie{pate 
‘iin the ceremony, officials stated, 
“*  * Navy League Sponsor 
- Becretary of the Navy Forreat- 
al has named the Navy League to 
be the: official sponsor of Navy 
Day. Last year, in appropriate 
ceremonios, Navy planes and ships 
scattered flowers over the waters 
of the world to express the sentl- 
meonta of the United States. 

All contributions for flowers 
sent to Crane will be forwarded 
to Great Lakes for the Navy Day 
ceremonies: 


| busses‘on' a complete tour of the Depot Area, including a|the Navy League [s anxious that 
{as many as posajble take part in 


-|ito betused to purchase flowers. 


er features, Including various rd 


According to Crane offictals,. 


the traditional service, The state- 
ment stated: “To. make [t pos 
sible for people Ilving at a dis 
tance from the port cities to pare}: 
tic!pate In the services, the League 
Is asking newspapers in each:town 
to’Sponsor a campaign for funds 


Contributions received should be 
sent.to the nearest port city” In 
plonty of time to allow the pur 
‘chase of flowers before midnight, 
October 26. Papers In tho areca 
surrounding the Crane Depot, 
who sponsor. a campaign for funds 
for this purpose, are asked to acnd 
‘any contributions to the Depot 
for tranamittal to Great Lakes. 
Open House Plans 
_ The Crane Depot will observe 
Navy Day with-an open house pro- 
gram, Visitors will be met at the 
Bloomington and. Crane gatos by. 
eight Navy busses, The depot area 
will be toured and guides wil! de- 
scribe the various activitics, Plans 
are also being considored for othe 
nance displays. - isan 
Special flower. memorial servs 
jcos In honor of all persons who 
lost thelr Ilves:at sea in World 
War II will bo conducted again In 
connection with the Navy Day ob- 
servance at Crane, Ryan said.’ 
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ments on the Depot. The roads and grounds will 


' 


JANUARY 24, 1947 


Further evidence of the permanency of the.Crane Naval 
Ammunition Depot is borne out by the fact that recent 
project orders received from the Bureau of Ordnance have 
_ their completion date set for June of 1949. The total value 
! of these project orders received is approximately three 
-and one-half million dollars. The outstanding feature of 
these orders is the wide range of work to be performed. 
The va'riety of jobs run from small arms ammunition to 
large rocket bombs, and new experimental work. 


The reworking of fleet ammunition — which 


in most 


instances means the unloading and reloading of ammuni- 
tion returned from overseas — wil] take from three to 


four years for completion. 


This long term program will naturally effect all depart- 


have to 


be maintained; the railroads, | ——— 


trucks and buses will have | 
to be in condition to trans- | 
port this large amount of | 
ammunition and ammunit-! 
ion components; the electric 
power, water supply, and | 
all the service divisions will | 
have to be maintained in 
order for the Depot to per-| 
form its functions properly. | 

Last June, when reduction in | 
force was effected,. the che he 
civilian compliment: was at iinet 
This has been increased from time | 


| 


| Depot and at other stations. As vs 


| these experiments reach their re- 


| finement stage, the Depot will un- | 
| doubtedly be called upon to hand- | 


|le, store and ship new items. 

| The Naval Ammunition Depot 
{at Crane is different from other 
Naval Ammunition Depots, in that 
it is the main supply center of the 
ordnance stock system which sup- 
plies the fleet and the coastal am- 
munition depots with ordnance 
materials other than 
This is an additional favorable 


explosives, | 


{ 
1 


to time, due to additional work | 
“assigned, the last increase from | 
| 2,617 to 2,660, being made in De- | 
_cember, 1946, to expedite work in| 
the inventory of the thousands of | 
ordnance items stored at Crane : 
Experimental work is progressing | 


|at a very rapid rate, both on the 


factor for the long term retention 
of the Naval Ammunition Depot, 
Crane, in its present status. For | 
the present and future purposes | 
of a Depot of this nature, the lo- | 
cation is ideal. Its central loca-| 
tion, adequate supply of water, | 
electric power, distance from) 
thickly populated areas, and ade- 
quate labor supply are al) in its 
favor of being a permanent. sta- 
tion in the naval establishment. 
“(33 
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MARCH 21, 1947 


Firemen At Crane 
‘Rided By Marines 
In Fighting Fires 


(SPECIAL TO THE SHOALS NEWS) 


During the past week the Depot 


|Fire Department at Crane has 
answered six alarms outside the: 
reservation within two days time. 
And not only was the fire depart- 
ment of the Depot used, but more 
ithan 30 Marines worked also to 
prevent the fires from spreading 
to the Depot and reaching am-, 
munition storage areas. 

The first call came on Tuesday, | 
March 11, when the Depot fought | 
a fire alongside Highway 45 where 
a brush fire, which started about : 


| George Wilkins house and barn. 
The house and barn belonging to 
| John McArtor was also in danger, 
the fire reached to within fifty 
yards of them. 


| arrived on the scene and grasped 
the seriousness of the situation 
they sounded an immediate call 
\for more help and 30 Marines 


in bringing the fire under control. 


4:00 p. m. had- spread over 100) 
acres and was threatening the | 


were immediately detailed to aid| 


{ 
1 


| 


The entire force worked feverish- 
‘ly until 9:00 p. m. before the last 
vestige of the fire was out. Bath 
farm buildings were saved and 
other than 100 acres of seared and 
| blackened land, no further dam- 
| age was done. 

| On Wednesday, three brush fires 
‘to the eastward, near Indian 
|Springs and Springville and one 
'to the southwest, threatened the 
| Depot simultaneously. Depot’ per- 
sonnel labored for five hours put- 
ting out the nearest, the eastern 
| fires, which were being fanned by 
|a southeasterly wind right onto 
| the Depot with disastrous possib- 
| ilities. 


When the Depot fire fighters |. 


| 


| 


pee and are always willing to co- 


'the people should use every pre- 


| 


The fires brought the number 
outside the Deopt te which the De- 
pot Department has responded, to 
twelve within the last year. Depot | 
officials are always ready to as-} 
sist residents of the surrounding 


operate in any way possible, but 


caution when starting brush fires. 
| Not only is the practice of start- 
‘ing brush fires dangerous in it- 
self, anywhere, but the practice of | 
starting brush fires in the neigh- | 
borhood of an Ammunition Depot’ 
is about the most dangerous prac- 
_tice imaginable. 

et ee 


MARCH 28, 1947 
Crane Payroll Goes 
To Ten Counties | 


Figures released by the Ac-! 


counting - Disbursing Department 
at Crane last week revealed that 
residents of ten Southern Indiana 
counties are sharing a pecan 
Depot payroll of $239,004.38. The | 
current payroll shows 2,624 em-'| 
ployees. 

Approximately half of the bi- 
weekly payroll is spent in Law- | 


rence and Martin Counties, Mar- |. 


tin County workers earning $57,-| 
, 430.76 and those from Lawrence | 
County, $57,051.12. Greene Coun- | 
ty is third with $35,446.38, Da- 
viess fourth with $26,051.98. and! 
Monroe fifth with $20,858.76. 

In Martin County, Crane and} 
Loogootee lead, residents of the | 
Housing Project earning $21,997.- | 
41 and .those who reside in Loo- 
gootee, $19,845.74. Shoals resid- | 
ents earn $9,430.64, those from | 
‘Burns City, $3,867.94, Indian | 
Springs, $1,957.83. 

In Orange County, residents of | 
French Lick earn $4,286.57, those | 
who live in West Baden, $2,986.- 
80, Orleans, $1,024.77 and. Paoli, 
$535.89. 

Dubois leads the Dubois Coun- 
ty towns with a $787 share in the| 
Depot payroll, with Jasper second | 
with $702.49. Cuzco is third with 
$479.15. 


7 ___ | 


JULY 4, 1947. 
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‘Fourteen Employees 
Dismissed At Crane 


Harry Pirrung, 


| 
civilian relat-| 
: Pe = 
_lons officer at Crane Ammunition | 


| Depot, west of Bedford, announc- | 
'ed today that rules infractions | 
| have resulted. in the dismissal of | 
fourteen employees. 
' Meanwhile plans for a study of | 
wage scales through the area in} 
private industries will get under- | 


| way about July 1, Pirrung said. | 


| 


Infractions of rules also resulted | 
in warnings to 26 employes, 144| 
were given deferred work suspen-| 
sions and 24 received invoked sus- | 
pension. sats 

Infractions included lost badges, | 
minor traffic violations, careless- | 
ness, endangering the safety of | 
others, unauthorized absence, care- 
less loss and damage to govern-| 
ment property, falsehoods, failure | 
to carry out orders, careless work- |} 
manship and intoxication. ! 


AUGUST 8, 1947 


et MN 
‘EX-EDITOR AND WIFE 
WIN PRIZES AT CRANE 


Ex-editor of The News, Harry) 
| Strange, and his wife, Anna, each. 
won a prize for being the oldest | 
man and woman present at a pic-|° 
nic held at Crane recently. 
| The picnic was 
| bers and friends 
| Crane- employees. 
| were awarded. 
: Mr. and Mrs. Strange were 
‘each presented a _ Bible. Mr. 
| Strange reported an enjoyable) 
time and says that he has proof | 
that a good crop of chiggers is 
; being harvested at the Depot. 


held for mem-| 
of a group of!. 


Several prizes! 
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June 7, 1947 


Hel Men Attend Meet At Crane Depot Recently 


Civic leaders from Bed- 
ford, Bloomington, Wash- | 
ington, Vincennes, Bick- 
nell, Linton, Jasonville, 
Bloomfield, Worthington, 


' 


Shoals and Loogootee, 
who attended the initial 
meeting of the Southern 
Indiana Civilian Naval 
Council at the Depot re-! 


cently, are enthusiastic 
over the possibilities for 
the good that can come 


from the organization, 
The six delegates from Shoals are, left to right, front row, ‘h® Primary purpose of 


Ray Tredway, Jesse A. Wood, Harold McCameron and A. R, which will be the reten- 
Friesenhengst; Back row, Sanford A. Deckard and H. P. Piatt. tion of the Depot as a 


permanent establishment. 


The meeting, held at} 
the Officers’ Club, locat- | 
ed on a high knoll over- 
looking the three and one- | 
half mile long Greenwood 
Lake, which is near the 
center of the Depot area, 
was attended by approxi- 
mately 100 representative 
Southern Indiana busi- 


ness and _. professional 
men, It was presided over 
Loogootee delegates, left to right, front row, are Earl Nossett, by Guy L. Baker, manag- | 
N. W. Strange, William J. Reynolds, Robert Dysert, Carl Patter- ing director of the Bloom-| 
son and William Daily; Back row, Leo Cissell, Stanley I. Wolfe, ington Chamber of Com-| 
Wayne Mosier, Frank Larkin and Father Ralph Doyle. merce. 


June 7, 1947 


Denot To Have 
$9 Additional 
Buildings Soon 


Thirty - six additional general 
storage buildings are to be con- 
structed at the Crane Naval Am- 
munition Depot and bids from con- 
tractors will be received until 
June 10, Lt. C. F. Elliott, acting 
officer in charge of construction 
announced today. 


The new buildings will extend. 
the construction program at the) 
depot for several weeks, the of-| 
ficer said. Construction has con- | 
tinued without interruption since} 
the depot was established in ee 
uary of 1941. 


Strikes Slow Work 


Lt. Elliott said that most of the 
depot’s construction work, with 
the exception of the 36 new 
buildings, will be completed by 
the end of July. He explained | 
that the construction program has 
been retarded considerably by| 
rail, coal and steel strikes. The| 
new buildings are scheduled for 
completion by the end of Septem- 
ber. 

The 36 new buildings will be 
of steel rigid frame construction. 
The contractor is required to pre- 
pare the site, construct founda- 
tions and erect the buildings, 
materials for which are to be} 
furnished by the government. The 
buildings will be 40x 100 feet in | 
size. 

Elliott said that the buildings 
were originally intended for use| 
overseas, but will be erected at! 
the depot to provide additional | 
storage facilities. They may be| 
erected much faster than conven-| 
tional type buildings since they | 
are a type of prefabricated struc- | 
ture. From twenty to sixty men| 
will be employed on the new pro-| 
ject, depending on how rapidly | 
the contractor wishes to do the! 
work. 


Lt. Elliott said that he is un- | 
able to estimate the cost of erec- 
tion of the new buildings. 

Three major contractors 
still operating at the depot in | 
addition to a number of sub-con-| 
tractors. The major contractors | 
are Maxon Construction Company, | 
Johnson, Drake & Piper and! 
Green Construction Company. 

ceeeeeeenerees WE sane 
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JUNE 21, 1946 


Sees 
MAYOR OF CRANE 
IN SHOALS TUESDAY 


Joe Johnson, Mayor of the 
Town of Crane, was a business 
visitor in Shoals Tuesday. He! 


called at The News office to look} 
up a stray dog advertisement} 
which had been run by Dr. J. W. 
Strange, County Health Officer, | 
at Loogootee. It seems that Crane 


| is having its stray dog troubles, 
' too. 


Seka (ae Ee 


OCTOBER 24, 1947 


CRANE CLAIMS | 
COMMON SCHOOGL 
CHAMPIONSHIP 


The softball grade school teams 
of the western part of Martin 
County met at Crane Thursday 


afternoon, October 16th, and held. 
a softball championship tourney. | 


The first game was between 
the Whitfield Midgets, coached by 
Eathel Buhr, upper room teacher, 
and the .team from Crane. The 
North End Perry Township lads 
immediately scored several runs 
and it looked like a “run away” 


; were: 


with the Whitfield team being far 


out-classed. However, after the: 
South Perry boys finally ‘settled: 
down,” Crane could not stop them | 
and the final score of 15 to 11 in! 
favor of Rolla Garrett’s team was: 
due chiefly to the lop-sided scor-! 
ing of the early innings. The bat-. 
teries for the winners, Crane, | 
Morrissett and Johnson, 
and for Whitfield: McAtee and 
Zinn. | 


The second game was between. 
Helen Middleton’s inexperienced 
Wood team and Crane. As in the 
first game, Crane immediately 
scored heavily, probably because 


of its home field and the well- 
balanced strength throughout. 
However, in the latter innings, 


Wood started to hit, run and score 


and chalked up 12 runs. The early 
lead piled up by the Crane team 
was too much for the losers to 
overcome and they had to accept a 


29 to 12 defeat. The batteries for!' 


the respective teams were Wood: 
Worley and Wagoner, and Crane: 
Inman and Johnson. 

The winning Crane team, since 
there are no schools competing in 
the softball league from Ruther- 
ford and Mitcheltree Townships, 
and only Bateman, in Lost River, 
claims the trophy that is given an- 
nually by the rural teachers. 
any other school wishes to chal- 


lenge the Crane’s team supremacy, | 
Mr. Garrett, the coach, will gladly » 
play ‘‘a two best out of three game. 


series.” 
Transportation was 
free for the Whitfield and Wood 
teams by Ernest Butcher, a Perry 
Township school bus driver. 
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NOVEMBER 14, 1947. 


Publication Gives 


Depot Facts 


| 


During the war there were; 
| more than 112 million pounds of, 
high explosives, 86 million pounds| 
of smokeless powder, 54,000 
bombs of 500 pounds each and 
5,000 torpedoes stored in various| 
magazines at Crane Naval Depot, 
it was announced in the latest is- 
sue of Bursts and Duds, official 
publication of the depot. 


| 


It was at Crane that the first! 
| rockets used during the war were 
loaded. Rockets were so vital at/| 
that time that they were trucked 
'to Indianapolis, then flown to 
both coasts and again flown to, 
fighting fronts. History records 
that these rockets were fired at 
the enemy within 84 hours after 
lea.ing the depot, the publication 
said. More than a million of these 
were shipped from Crane during. 
the war. rs 

Also reported: The supply de-! 
partment has almost a million and 
a half square feet of’ covered 
storage space and ‘almost four 
and a half. million square feet of 
outside storage. It handles about 
140,000 different items consisting 
of gené¢ral ordnance, ~ material, 
spare parts, underwater ordnancée, 
small arms, infantry equipment, 
automotive and tractor equipment 
and their spare parts. ; 

It required 11 Diesels and 32 
train crews to handle the 156,900 
incoming freight cars and 72,000 


intra-depot transfers a mozth. 
i Eight hundred and ninety trucks 
and tractors were used to trans- 


tort ammunition on the 322 miles 
‘£ roads. 


Bursts and Duds stated that 
here are 2,700 buildings on the 
epot which are of reinforeed 


oncrete construction. | 
The electric current necessary. 
0 operate the production plants 
ea liebi. thechuildings is trans- 
‘mitted over aimost 95 miles of 


power lines. 
Sanitation is cared for by four 
sewage disposal plants and 60: 


miles of sewer lines and storm 
drains. / 
The water supply is pumped 


from the lake to a modern .water | 
treatment plant capable of burify-— 
ing 1,000 gallons a minute. 

An automatic telephone system 
extends to the most remote parts! 
of the area and has handled as: 


many as 27,237 calls a day. | 
: | 
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FEBRUARY 13, 1948 


ANNOUNCE WAGE 
INCREASE AT CRANE 


Wage increases which will 
boost the annual payroll by near- 
ly a quarter million dollars were 
announced today by Captain J. 
H. Jacobson, commanding offi-| 
cer of the Crane Naval Ammu- 
nition Depot. | 


Captain Jacobson, in a news 
release to the Shoals News, said 
hat the increase will amount to 
approximately $92,611 for the re- 
mainder of the present fiscal 
year which ends June 30. 

The depot offcer’s announce- 
ment said that the wage adjust- 
ment is based on a survey con- 
aucted by the Navy of 53 pri- | 
vate industries within a radius of 
50 miles of the depot and em- 
ploying 10,000 people in various 
skills and trades. 

Should the complement of the ° 
depot remain the same for next! 
year, the captain said, the in. | 
crease will amount to $245,554. 
for the fiscal year of 1949 which. 
begins July 1. 

The wage adjustments range 
from no increase for boiler fire- 
men to 15 cents more per hour 
for heavy duty chauffeurs, 

Nearly all of the depot hourly 
rated employees will get in- 
creases. Captain Jacobson said 
that 1,958 of the depot’s approx- 
imately 2,235° employees are af- 
fected by the adjustment. 

Employees paid on an annua): 
basis were not included in the | 
adjustment. Jacobson said that | 
they would have to depend on 
Congress for a salary boost. 

The present hourly wage rate 
at the depot was arrived at by 
taking a weighted average of 
similar positions throughout the 
depot employment area go that 
the wage adjustment is in be- 
tween the high and the low wages 
paid in the area, 

Jacobson said the new wage 
scale is being made effective at| 
the earliest possible date which} 
has been determined to be Feb- 
ruary 16, First checks under the | 
new scale will be distributed | 
(February 27. 
| The wage survey and adjust-' 
| ment took into consideration all, 


H 


the phases of wages and take-; 
home pay, and makes allowances 
for fringe benefits enjoyed by 
‘depot employees, such as vaca- 
tion pay, sick leave pay, bonus- 
es, incentive programs and trans- | 
portation costs. | 


————— 


FEBRUARY 13, 1948 
SSS 
sa Yr ee | 
| POWELL VALLEY AND | 
'CRANE SCHOOLS DOPED TO 
/COP COUNTY CHAMPIONSHIP. 
Disregarding an upset, and bas- 
,ing predictions upon the county- | 
‘wide spelling results of December, , 
1947, boys and girls from the' 
: Powell Valley and Crane schools | 
' should survive all preliminaries | 
, and meet each other for the Mar- | 
‘tin County Spelling Champion-| 
| ship. However, the “best laid | 
/plans of teachers’ as well as) 


- 


+ “mice,” sometimes go astray LE Se a as Rl 
“dark horses” are always likely | Harding and Robert Winslow, is 
to find room among some “bright-| likely to be “pushed” by Guy Wil- 
er lights.’” Little has been heard| bur Lynch, Powell Valley, second 
about Dorothy Shertick, Mitchel-| highest in the county, and Jeral- 
tree; Carolyn Doyle; Perry; Mary | dine and Clarence Howell, Bate- 
; Tedrow and Robert Ziegler, Ruth- | man., Carolyn Doyle, Whitfield, 
erford. Crane, although having | has the nod at the present for 
four steady spellers who among| Perry, but must first defeat the 
the best in the county, in Caryl} best spellers from Burns City 
L. Adams, highest in county,;and Wood to reach the final 
| Dorothy Fav Mallette, Robert! round, 


FEBRUARY 27, 1948 


N ae Editor 
At Crane 


| Sanford A. Deckard, Edi- 
| tor of the Shoals News, 
| 
i} 


| 
| 


was guest speaker at the 
regular monthly meeting of 
the Press Club at Crane 
Wednesday. The Club is 
composed of. Editor Paul 
Ryan, of Bursts and Duds, 
and a staff of thirty report- 
ers. The meeting was held 
at noon in the Cafeteria. 
Deckard was introduced by 
George Tewell, of Loogoo- 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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FRIDAY MORNING, MARCH 5, 1948 


|| GRANE “COPS” co. 
Spike Rumors O1 SPELLING HONORS 
Building Program ri an Cae Sv 
fAtcCraney Depots a ee 


‘goner, of the Wood School, Poy 
Township. The contest was held: 
at the Shoals School Satur- 


{ 
ae day, Feb. 21st, and there were | 
uring the past few weeks that 4 nine corporation champions com-! 


Dr tae nate hineas program would | peting. The contestants in the; 
e started at Crane in the near | “A”? championship group were: 


future. The rumor was _ that; Miss Adams and Dorothy Mal-' 
, ; | 

| 

! 


| . Rumors have been ‘eirculating | 
in Shoals and Loogootee and! 
other parts of Southern Indiana 


several hundred men would bey lette, Crane; Jeraldine Howell, 
hired by the Depot and. the Maxon ki Bateman, and Elza Quinn, Powell 
Construction Company. - h Valley, Lost River; Tommy Lee} 

The News investigated the ru-\ Bridwell, a sixth-grader at Tem-| 
mors at Crahe this week and were . ayewas ee aniy acteurs Pee | 


[nsozmed) thar there qvas:no truth liv cy aliree\ Norman Arvin, Whit-| 


in the rumors. ; . field, and Mr. Waggoner, Wood, : 
The Crane Depot officials re-}. 


i Perry. There were two entrants 
‘Sip a Beit nara Al ‘from the Gwin School, Ruther-. 
or the past month rumors 0 ‘\f d Township, whose names are 
a huge construction program was ae a aa ie ode : 
i te e | 
aa "Neral te Si re I The county-wide spelling event, 
C ‘ r ' 5 { 
: i; was part of a national contest; 
eae ay spreading Apes aol which is sponsored by the Louis- | 
eee cae - aah | ville Courier-Journal, which pro-. 
et - epot % een a. ed wit |, vides special awards to be pre-! 
ee or employment |; sented county champions. The’ 
A ee bes anon bd aie final contest for the county was: 
oundeda, as netthér the‘ o clals't in char f Principal J. W.! 
Ah . ge o rincipal J. a 
oe ee Siri vai ost isk the . (hambers, Robert Weikert, Eva! 
ead “of the Maxon Construction’ Hoit and Ruth Piatt, of the! 
yp vaee Ac mena aay , Shoals Community Schools. 

, Preceding the advanced spell- | 
unusual construction, other than , ing event, a>similar contest was 
has been granted the ammunition : held for pupils in the county en- | 
mae to hire ee cates ne ‘rolled below the fifth grade and: 
‘temporary employees to comple 
“project work assigned to the 


, James Fox, of Crane, won this. 
i! championship from Rachel Hed-' 
depot. i. s '' vieck, of the Rutherford School in| 
“This work is to be completed ‘Rutherford Township. The other 
on or before the. end’ of’ the: 5th ,'champions for their respective. 
fiscal year. ‘schools and townships were: Shir- | 
| “AIL new temporary employees ley Ann Abel, Bateman, Lost | 
oe be selected Grom a list of | River; Sandra Sue Akles, Indian | 
| applications already on file at the ; : Springs, Mitcheltree; and Robert. 


“depot. a ~| | Hoover, Strawn, Perry Township. | 

caeaniiiee The individual winners in each’ 
township will be presented 
awards by the County Teachers’ ' 
Association. There were two. 
| contestants from each township, 
j with the exception of Mitcheltree, : 
; and the following pupils partici- 
| 


| 
{ 
| 


pated: Crane, Jerry Fessler; Lost 
| River, Roberta Newland; Perry, 
| Anna Milligan, and Rutherford, 
| Shirley Horn. 
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at ana EES Tia Sha ad Malach 


| day in an effort to determine who 


6-Yr.-Gld Fatally fired the fatal shot. Investigat- 
|ing officers expressed the belief! 
Wounded ht crane net the shooting was accidental. 


Authorities pieced together the 
Thomas Richard Pannell, six- following story from evidence and 
; year-old son of Mr. and Mrs. Earl statements taken thus far in the 
Pannell, of Crane, former resi- investigation: 
dents of Bedford, was fatally i 5 Boys 
wounded Wednesday, April 14th, 


Five boys, aged 5 to 9, and all 
as he and a group of playmates pypils at the Crane School, were 
were playing with a .22 calibre 


: © in the Gilley residence at 125 
rifle in the Lester Gilley resi-; Leahy Street, Crane, when the 
dence at Crane. 


a ie |shooting occurred. One of the 
The child, wounded in the ab-: péys was the son of Mr. and Mrs. 
domen, managed to run outside 


: Gilley and he invited the four 
the Gilley home after being shot other boys to his home. Mr. and 
and he collasped on the lawn; Mrs. Gilley were absent from 
where he was found a few minutes . home at the time. 
ta by perenee aes al Arriving at the Gilley home, 
aes a Agee pe ee er | the boys found the rifle and an 
aee te Ae le ; # who was | undetermined quantity of ammu- 
just returning to his Crane home| ijion One boy 
from work : aS Ai ; 

3 by authorities, fired at least six 
Underwood rushed the child to Mies eetcithernensemainrcsr of 
the Crane Naval Ammunition De- the bullets went into walls of the 


pot dispensary where death oc- house, two in furniture and an- 


curred within a short time. Au- other pierced the Pannell boy’s 
thorities estimated that the Pan-/} ’ : 
eitat ; body. The bullet entered the 
nell child lived about 40 minutes, ; : 
: boy’s back about one inch to the 
after being shot. 


Involved 


: left of the spinal column and 
State, Martin County and Navy | emerged just below the breast: | 
authorities were conducting an bone 


investigation. of the case Thurs- 


Depot doctors said that the 
bullet apparently severed an ar- 
tery leading from the heart. 


not identified - 


’ Sheriff 


| 


A granddaughter of Bedford . 
Police Chief Condiff, 7-months-old , 


Mary Lois Underwood, narrowly 
escaped serious injury or death 
in the shooting. 

A bullet, 
those fired in the Gilley home, 
penetrated a wall separating the: 
Gilley and Underwood dwellings | 
—apartments under one 
The bullet passed over a baby bed 
which seconds before had been. 


roof. | 


| 


occupied by the Underwood child. iI 


Child Taken From Bed 

Mrs. Underwood said that she | 
hed taken Mary Lois from her| 
bed a few moments before the | 
bullet entered the house. The 
slug lodged in another wall in the | 
Underwood residence. 

Both the Underwood and Pan-| 
nell families formerly lived in| 
Befiford and the body of the Pan- 
nell boy was taken to the Day} 
& Carter Mortuary in Bedford. | 


| 
apparently one of of Brownstown, 


Funeral arrangements have not 
been completed, but a representa- | 
tive of the funeral home express-}| 
ed the belief that services will be| 
held in Bedford Saturday after-,; 
noon. 

Key officers in the investigation | 
Martin County Deputy | 
Ash, State Policeman 
Charles Williams, Coroner Maude 
Webber, of Loogootee. 

Deputy Sheriff Ash said Thurs- | 


day that the boys involved in the | 
shooting party gave different ver-, 
sions of the affair. He said that. 
the investigation probably would: 
continue throughout Thursday. 
Ash said that investigating of- | 
ficers had not determined defi-. 
nitely at. noon Thursday just 
which boy fired the fatal shot. 
No Charges Expected 
The deputy sheriff, who resides 
at Crane, said that no charges 
are anticipated as result of the 
shooting. He said that the in- 
vestigation jis aimed primarily at 
getting the facts straight. 
The Pannell child was born in 
Bedford on December 17, 1941, 


were: 


|, the son of Earl and Mary Louise 


Colburn Pannell. 

Surviving are the parents, three 
brothers, Donald Howard, Den- 
neth Earl and Roy Emery Pan- 


nell, all at home; the paternal 
grandmother, Mrs. Minnie Lem- 
ons, of Bedford; the maternal 


grandmother, Mrs. Mary E. Un- 
derwood, of Bedford, and the ma- 
ternal grandfather, John Colburn, 
Indiana. 
Little Tommy attended Sunday 
School at the Crane Chapel. 
(Bedford Daily Times-Mail, 
April 15, 1948.) 
At Crane this 
Sheriff Heilman Ash _ reported 
conclusion of the investigation 
into the fatal shooting of Tommy 
Pannell, 6, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Earl Pannell, Wednesday night. 
Ash said that the inquiry had 
disclosed no basis for filing of 


week, Deputy 


\|eriminal charges. 
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Lignry 1/1ore Worrers Lo Be 


Hired At Crane 


Emoloyment at the Crane Na- 
be. 


val Ammunition Depot will 
stedped up by about 80 people at 


the start of the government’s 
next fiscal year, which is July. 
Ste This announcement was. 


mode recently, when Capt. J. H. 
Jacobson, commander of the de- 
pot, spoke to the Bedford Ki- 
wrnis Club. This increase will/| 
_™ean that 250 more people will 


be employed at Crane than a year, 


ago. 
Present civilian employment at: 
Crane is 2534, in addition to the! 


Depot 


naval and marine personnel. Peak 
employment during the war was 
9600. Of present employees, 700 
are veterans, and 300 are disabled 
veterans, who have been placed in 
jobs where their disability can be 
| overcome. 

| Crane represents an investment. 
of about $1 billion, according to 
Capt. Jacobson; $108 million in 
buildings and $900 million in ma- 
terials. The annual civilian pay- 
| roll runs over $6,500,000, of, 
which about $1,500,000 goes to) 
Lawrence County residents. The " 
| Captain then added, significantly, 
“This is an important part of the 
economic life of this area.’ 


1 
| 


' self, continued Capt. Jacobson, as 
‘it has its own police and fire de- 


| partments, sewage and water sys- 
‘tems, power plants, and recreation 
/areas. The facilities of Crane 
| are available to surrounding com- 
munities in time of _ disaster. 
| Within the past few weeks, the 
| Crane fire department went to 
| Linton; and medical and disaster 
| squads were dispatched to Coates- 
| ville, following the tornado there. 
Capt. Jacobson appealed to all 
communities to set up a disaster 
plan, in which Crane would be 


Crane is a community unto it- 


or any 


other 


ous fire, tornado, 
type of disaster. 
There are two major depart- 
ments at the Depot, ordnance 
and supply. Under them are six 
sub-divisions: administration, pub- 
lie works, personnel accounting, 
medical and security. It is the 
duty of the ordnance department 
to develop research on all types 
of weapons and ammunitions; to 
manufacture them. This includes 
all types of guns, ammunitions, 
mines, torpedoes, depth charges— 
in short, all weapons. Supply 
has charge of all inventories, 
| shipping and receiving, and. the 
, Security of over 100,000 different 
‘items used by the fleet. All ac- 
tivities are under te. Bureau of 
Ordnance, of the U. S. Navy. 
| Capt. Jacobson stres:ed the 
| need for a strong armed force. as 
‘he world has not yet re2cked 
“the stage when we can do away 
vith locks on our doors nor the 
protection of the city police de- 
rarmest., Mevaso assureds his) 
audience that the U. S. Nayv is, 


‘ 


taking the lead in*the develop-, 
Merl raid acm maesles ater prO= 
pulsion, and other weapons de- 


veloped during and since the war. 
Amicable relations with sur- 
rounding communities are highly 


desirable to. Crane, said the 
speaker, as Crane depends on 
the community for its labor, and 


; the community depends on Crane 
for a substantial portion of its 
payroll. In conclusion, he thank- 
, ed the officials and citizens of all 
cities near the Depot for their 
|assistance to him and to the 


navy. 
3S 
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MAY 14, 1948 


Local Man Crane Fishin’ News 
Commencement This is laty saather, 


fit 
only for sitting on the bank 


of a stream with a fishing 
Speaker pole and a can of bait... 

and fish are biting. Claude 
‘. Charles O. Williams, former Day worked in the garden all 
Superintendent of the Martin morning Saturday, but slipp- 


County Schools for many years, 
delivered the commencement ad- 
dress to the thirty-five eighth 
grade graduates of the Perry | 
Township elementary schools. The 
exercises were held in the Crane 
school gymnasium, Wednesday, 
April 28th, with the music furn- 
ished by the 30-piece Loogootee 
uniformed band, under the direc- 
tion of Amelia Matthews, Super- 
visor of Music. 

Principal Rolla V. Garrett, with 
the teachers of the Crane school, 
were in charge.of all arrange- 
ments and organized the follow- 


ed away to Trinity Lake in 
the’ 
home with a mess of croppies 

. . Lon Asbell: caught 20 
large size sun fish up Beaver 


afternoon, and came 


Creek Sunday afternoon... 
Ggurter Anchlin and Reid 
Armstrong are casting from 
the river bridge, and Courter 


knows when to cast. . 


Johnson, Evelyn Trego, Barbara 
Houchins, Leo Johnson, Mary 
| Mattingly, Ruth E. Bough, Joseph 
"Francis Elsey, Rose A. Waggoner, 


: | Frances J. Hoover, Georgia M. 
ane pL ORT aM: ‘Wilkerson, Larry R. Worley, 

Processional, “Pomp and Cir- James QO. Strawn, Betty Wade, 
presences ge Lepgootesaart: ‘| Robert Lents, Selma Archer, 
Band; “The Star Spangled Ban- Orum C. Jones and Frances 
ner,” Audience; Invogation, Rev. Girdley. 


E. G. Grimes; Salutatory. Carolyn 
Doyle; “Poem” (by Fibich), Loo- 
gootee H. S. Band; Address, C. 
O. Williams; “Westward Ho!” 
(Max Thomas), Loogootee H. S. 
Band; Awards and Presentation of 


aoe] eee 


Diplomas, H. Q. Holt, County 
Supt.; Valedictory, Caryl Leah 
Adams; Recessional. 


The following boys and girls 
received certificates: Everett L. 
Haywood, Dorothy Fay Mallette, 
Caryl Leah Adams, Mary Darlene 
Moss, Margaret McAtee, Robert 
D. Winslow, Max Hazel, Vaughn | 
E. Garrett, Russell C. Minich, | 


David Strange, Michael Dages, | 
Thomas Dages, Carolyn Doyle, 
Glenn McAtee, Barbara A, 


Crane, Robert. Harding, Kenneth 
Richardson, Donald Drew, Doris 


-| Springs, 


ote- seo 


° 
MAY 14, 1948 


‘Grane, Powell Vailey & 
Trinity Springs Punils 
Lead In Co. Scholarships 


The average examination scores 
of the eighth grade pupils of the 
*Martin County schools on the 
Metropolitan and Stanford A- 
chievement tests for the schovoi 
year of 1947-48, show that Caryl 
Adams, Crane School, Perry 
Township; Guy Lynch, Powell 
Valley, Lost River Township, and 
Dorothy Sherfick, Trinity 
Mitcheltree Townshin, 
lead the other 65 graduates with 
;the three highest grades respec-| 
| tively. 

The names of the pupils aad 
| average grade achievements foi 
the four townships respectively 
|are: 

| LOST RIVER: Mr. Lynch, 
| Powell Valley, 11; Clarence How- 
ell, Bateman, 10.5; Jeraldine 
| Howell, Bateman, 10.3, and Mary 
|M. Fuhrman, Bateman, 9.5. 


MITCHELTREE: Miss Sher- 
fick, Trinity, 10.6; Shirley Chas-| 
tain, Trinity, 8.5; Harold D.! 


‘Parker, Trinity, 7.6, and Clifford 
‘Hardwick, Trinity, 7.2. 


| PERRY: Miss Adams. Crane, 
11.1; Carolyn Doyle, Whitfield, | 
10.4; Frances Girdley, Burns 


City, 10.25, and Dorothy Mailette, 
; Crane, 10.2. 

RUTHERFORD: Jackie Divine, 
Gwin, 7.7; Mary Tedrow, Davis, 
p74; Robert Ziegler Gwin, 6.9, 
-and Esther Burress, Gwin 6.3. 
= 


‘or Plumber and Pipefitter, and| 


JULY 9, 1948 


Examinations For 


| not latex than July 8, 1948. 
Jobs ee 


Further information and app 


At Crane Now Open | cation forms may be secured from 


Examinations have been an-| 
aounced by the Board of U. S. 
Civil Service Examiners, U. S.| 
Naval Ammunition Depot, Crane, | 
{ndiana, for the positions of Lock-| 
smith, Plumber, Ptpefitter and! 
Sheetmetal Worker. Salaries 
cange from $10.64 minimum for} 
Locksmith, $10.88 for Plumber; 
and Pipefitter, and $11.12 for 
3heetmetal Worker to $11.60 
maximum for Locksmith, $11.84 | 


312.08 for Sheetmetal Worker. 
Applications must be received 
1ot later than July 15, 1948. 


Examinations have been an- 
iounced by the Board of U. S.j| 
Sivil Service Examiners, U. S. 
Naval Ammunition Depot, Crane, 


i most first and second-class post 
Indiana, for the positions of En-, Offices in the vicinity of Crane; 
gineman, Hoisting and Portable;, from the Recorder, Board of UL 5. 
| Operator; High Lift Truck; Oper-| Civil Service Examiners, U. S. 
ator, Automotive Equipment; En-. Naval Ammunition Depot, Crane, 
gineman, Locomotive; and Muni-; Indiana; or from the Director, 
tions Worker. Salaries range, Sixth U. S. Civil Service Region, 
from $7.76 minimum for Muni-i U. S. Post Office and Courthouse, 
tions Worker, $8.24 for Operator,, Cincinnati 2, Ohio. 

High Lift Truck, $9.92 for Oper-| Sane aes 

ator, Automotive Equipment, 

$10.64: for Engineman, Hoisting 

and Portable, and $10.64 for En- 

gineman, Locomotive; to $8.72 


| 
maximum for Munitions Worker, 


$9.20 for Operator, High Lift, 
Truck, $10.88 for Operator, Au-' 
tomotive Equipment, $11.60 for 
Engineman, Hoisting and Port- 
able, and $11.60 for Engineman, 
Locomotive. | 


Applications must be received 


JULY 16, 1948 


| Martin County to Get Gravel From 


| 
Creek Beds at Crane Naval Depot 


The Martin County Commis-; roads in Martin County. The, 
| sioners met with Captain H. L.| gravel will be taken out and} 
eeweeaan and Lieut. Duffey, Pub- Reacres to the nearby roads for| 
‘lie Relations man, at the Depot; much needed repairs. 
| last Friday and discussed plans| - Those from Martin County} 
whereby the Martin County High-| meeting with the Crane officials 
way Department would secure} were County Commissioners John 
| gravel from the creek beds within Hoffman, Homer Sellers and 
the area. | James McKibben, and Herschell 
| The creeks are said to contain | Greenwell, County Road Superin-| 
ja lot of good gravel and are! tendent. The work is scheduled 
| 


near the site of several bad|to start at once. 


| SEPTEMBER 3, 1948 : 


Paul Ryan Will Leave 
: Post At Grane Sept. 3 


Paul Ryan, civilian public rela-: 
| tions officer and former Civil Ser- 
‘| vice representative at the Crane: 


| 
| 


is Naval Ammunition Depot, will 
jleave the depot September 3 tol 
/ accept a position as secretary-_ 


treasurer of the Watertown, S. D., 

| Chamber of Commerce. 
| Mr. Ryan is widely known 
; throughout this section of the: 
| State. During the war he super-| 
| vised the employment of civilian 
| Navy personnel at the depot.) 
| Later, in February, 1945, he be- | 


;came_ civilian public relations | 
| officer for the Navy. 
Mr. Ryan is well known in; 


| Shoals having talked before the 
| local Lions Club and attended to 
business matters here on several 
‘ occasions. 

a | 


i} 


SEPTEMBER 24. 1948 
A ed a oa oh 


NAD, CRANE HOLDS 
| FALL FESTIVAL | 
| The U. S. Naval Ammunition 
| Depot, Crane, Ind., held its an-) 
nual Fall Festival for civilian em-| 
'ployees Sunday, Sept. 19th. One, 
thousand - one hundred-and-forty 
employees and families attended. | 
‘The Elks Chanters, of Terre! 
Haute, provided the employees) 
| with an hour program of popular) 
‘and songs to highlight the! 
| entertainment. Fishing on Lake | 
‘Greenwood was also enjoyed by! 
a large number of employees. | 
The Festival ended the outdoor | 
‘recreation program at Crane for! 
, 1948. Dances will be held during | 
he winter months. These recre-| 
| ation programs are sponsored by: 
i the Depot and its employees, and | 


have been highly successful. | 


a 


folk 


OCTOBER 1, 1948 


\ - as eis 


‘MAN DROWNS IN 
LAKE AT CRANE 


Civilian and naval 


| iv personnel 
'at the Crane Naval 


Ammunition 
| Greenwood today for the body of 
,an Indianapolis fire captain who 
‘drowned at 6:30 o’clock Saturday 


companions. 


|Albert Rubush, 39, who sank in 
labout 15 feet of water after the 


pot, said that a search for Ru- 
bush’s body has been under way 
since about 8:00 p. m., Saturday 
night. 

| At noon Wednesday, the report 
|from the depot was that the body 
jhad not yet been found. 

ee eee 


~e- 


evening while fishing with three | 


Victim of the drowning was | 


““tooard motor boat, in which 
fe 

the four men were riding, cap- 
sized. 


Lieutenant O. L. Duffy, Navy 


| Depot continued a search of Lake | 


public relations officer at the de-- 


7 ie | ae Mi J aH ‘ 
= Pe ns ¢ n LU wae | 
j ko ee, oad hs 7 ® - 
, a * wa aS 7 va wong 
; fe tel he en, ab Shoes 
: aM nl =," id ~ a De ; a ay 
<i . wept ! ess “ , s 
‘— 7 . \ : _ 
ward a a 7 = 
‘ f BAN 
v0 A a i 
ae ae si 
Oe “y) ds iy 4 Pris 
Ve od ay FAL ; 
4 ¥ i | i ae ! a * 4 
ro 
ves gr oh, pitti gy og RE 
‘. jee ‘oo a Le: i ite Sh 
f m4 J { fs r . 1) 
Ye i 8 » Serre + Jeg” Paae. 2 oe! * 
j 4 
. a whe 
oa Ge. : a ‘ . ; Kis 
Fs Py ees b ve : 
bee, ue wet as * : 
’ is , a | 
' - . 
‘ 
ge 
7 
; 
j ’ 
' . 1 
. 
b/ 44 ‘ ‘ : é ‘ 
. Be? tj me, ae a a Pra 
; ni mk lap apes rw Bus 7 oe 
We ee ee tame |, 
: a. *, a ae 4 nyo ay F 
i " } > rm - / 
ly 45ers 
P ? a ba i: <3 > | 
etl 
aa 7 y ‘ of 
a fer, 75 - 
4 i Dt a *y ‘au ny 
* < vs ve heya 
f "3 ar tafe 
(ASO wa a se ) 
4 - 
ie UF 
« , rae 
ey, tc. tNe 
LAr Pe ae 1 


are 


cee ee ne ees 
OCTOBER 15, 1948 


‘Open House At 
Grane October 24 | 


The U. S. Naval Arinunition? 
Depot, situated in the hills of | 
‘Martin County many miles from. 
the seacoasts of our country, | 
will be hosts to the citizens of | 
southern Indiana on Sunday, Oc- | 
\tober 24th. Open house will be | 
held from 9:00 A. M. to 3:30 P. 
|M. Many interesting exhibits will 
be available to the public. Details 
iwill be published at a later date. 
| The Commanding Officer, Cap- | 
‘tain J. H. Jacobson, extends a cor- 
dial invitation to all citizens in- 
terested in the welfare of their 
‘country to come on board and see 
for themselves the part this huge | 
‘Naval Activity is playing in your 


‘Navy today and tomorrow. 
| pane a tneh 


3 OCTOBER 15, 1948 
games E. Noland 
To Speak At Crane 


James E. Noland, Democrat 
Candidate for Congress in the. 
Ttn Congressional District, will 
ispeak at Crane this Thursday, 
‘Oct. 14th. at 7:30 p.m: 


A fish fry, sponsored by the 
' Conservation Department, will be’ 
held. preceding the meeting. A 
large delegation from both Shoals 
land Loogootee are planning to 
‘attend both the fish fry and the 
‘speaking. Mr. Noland is a force- 
| ful speaker and will discuss issues 
' vital to every voter in the county. 
} Candidates on the county ticket 
iwill be introduced by James R. 
| Marshall, of Shoals, Martin Coun- 
ity Democrat Chairman. The gen- 
‘eral public is invited to attend | 
ithis meeting. 
Noland will spend all Thursday | 
jafternoon visiting with voters in 
Shoals, Loogootee and other parts 
of the county before going to 
‘Crane for the speaking. 

ee a eee 


“NOVEMBER 12, 1948 — 


CRANE WORKER 
‘DIES SUDDENLY 


Claude Lee Lynch, 57, 527 
; County Road, Crane, Ind., died 
| suddenly Saturday evening about 
(6:30 o’clock of heart trouble at 


the home of a neighbor where he 
had gone for a visit. His body 
was not found until about 9:30 
'p. m. when the people returned. 


Mr. Lynch was a laborer in the | 
ordnance department at the U. S. | 
Naval Ammunition Depot at. 
Crane. He had lived in Martin 
County about six years, coming. 
here from West Baden, where he. 
was born April 6, 1891. _He was. 
a veteran of World War I. 

_ He married Dessie Leonard on 
February 13, 1918, and she pre- 
|ceded him in death. The follow- 
ing children survive: Mrs. Lillian 
|C. Martino, Mrs. Grace Friend 
/and Ruth E. Lynch, all of Fort. 
'Wayne; Henry® L. Lynch, New! 


York, and Oral E. Lynch, Kings- | 


‘ville, Texas. Three grandchil- 
dren, a sister, Mrs. J. B. Robert- | 
son, Kansas City, Mo., and an 
jaunt, Mrs. Lydia Christie, Indi- | 


_anapolis, are other survivors. 
| 
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APRIL 1, 1949 


NAD CRANE ENDS 
RED GROSS DRIVE 


i 
\ 
| 
! 


On Monday, March 21st, the 
U. S. Naval Ammunition Depot} 
at Crane, Ind., concluded its an-: 
nual Red Cross Drive. 

The final count of contribu- 


‘tions showed a total of $880.33, 


= 


‘all of which was forwarded to 
‘the home county chapters of the 
‘employees who donated. This 
year’s total in gifts represents a 
‘gain of almost $100.00 over last” 
“year. 
Fourteen counties of southern: 
Indiana were represented in this 
year’s Depot drive, with residents 


of Martin County being the 
heaviest contributors. Employees 
who reside in Greene, Lawrence 


: | 
and Daviess Counties also con- 
tributed more than $100.00 for. 
each of their respective counties. 
jae 


APRIL 8, 1949. 


REDUCTION IN. 
FORCE AT 
CRANE DEPOT 


The Wess Navalaa' nm nition 
Depot, at Crane, has’ been advis- 
ed that appropriated funds avail- 
able for baeteee of Naval Shora- 
Establishments for the coming 
fiscal year 1950 will be drastical- 
ly reduced. All Naval.Shore Es- 
tablishments will be affected al- 
though in varying degrees de- 
pending upon their relative im- 
portance and the requirements of 
responsible bureaus of. the Navy 
Department. 


It is expected that the person- 
nel complement of the Crane De- 
pot will be cut by approximately 
fifteen per cent by June 30, 1949. 
This- will result in a reduction of 
employees from the 2690 now em-' 
ployed to 2325, _ 
In order to effect reduction in’ issued prior to April 20, 1949. 
force necessitated by the above, This latter group will continue in 
Separations from the rolls of the ;active duty -status until May 20, 
Depot will be gradual, covering ' 1949. - 
the period from April 22 through All separation’ and furloughs 
May 20, 1949. ;Tttis necessary | will be made in strict accordance 


: 


that affected employees be separ-| With rules and regulations gov- 
ated as se6n as practicable . in ;erning reduction in force. Af- 
_ order tHat Depot funds for the | fected employees will be given 


; curfent fiscal year will be suffici- | adequate notice and explanations 
‘ ent to cover terminal leave pay- of their rights and privileges. * 
ments. Termination notices af-| The Commanding Officer has 
’ fecting approximately 100 tempo- ,@xpresesd his regrets that a Re- 
ie definite. employees will be duction in Force is necessary, and 
issued not’ later. than April 8, | extends his appreciation to al] 
1949.- These: temporary defipite;employees concerned, for 
- employees will’normally be grani- loyal services to the Depot. 
ed. two weeks notice in active | - 
duty status prior td the effective | 
date of separation. Approximate. | 
ly 260 additional notices to other. 
employees who are reached for 
Separation or furlough will be 


_ their 


——_ ™ 


APRIL 15, 1949 


Crane Pupils To 


Entertain Teachers 


The entertainment for the coun- 
|ty teachers’ meeting at Shoals, 
Saturday, April 16th, will be pro- | 
| vided by pupils from the Crane! 
|-Congolidated School, under the 
direction of Helen Middleton, 
music supervisor. The program 
will start at 10 :00 a. m. and the 
| following pupils will take part: 

Barbara Alexander, Molly Ann 
Pirrung, Diana Dunn, Gracie Cop- 
per, Howard Boyd, Jackie John- 
son, Charles Green, Donna Nor- 
tis, Delores Campbell, Virginia 


Poale, Geraldine McCoy, Donna |" 


Cox and Janice Allen. 

These pupils are enrolled in the 
different grades at the Crane 
School, one of the largest town- | 
ship elementary schools in Indi- 
ana, with the following teachers, 
other than Mrs. Middleton: Prin. 


Charles O. Williams, R. V. Gar-|: 


rett, Opher Fish, Janice Dunn, 
Ruth Davis and Ruby Duncan and 
Dellas Williams, as Trustee. 

= 


‘ 
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APRIL 22, 1949 


es e gs 

Daylight Saving Time : 

It was announced today by Cap- 
tain J. H. Jacobson, Commanding 
| Officer of U. S. Naval Ammuni- | 
ition Depot, Crane, that the Depot 
| will change from Central Stand- 
'ard Time to Daylight Saving Time 


NAD Crane To Observe 


‘on Sunday, April 24th, 1949. 
| Daylight Saving Time will be 
‘observed by the Depot until 2:00 
A. M., September 25th, 1949, 


MAY 13, 1949 


WILLIAMS HIGH SCHOOL | 
GRADS MAKE TOUR | 
OF NAD, CRANE 


en a conducted tour of NAD, 
Crane, being accompanied on their 
visit to the Depot by Mrs. Hollis: 


nn 
LOOGOOTEE SENIORS 
,/ TOUR NAVAL DEPOT | 
| Accompanied by Mr. Henry J. | 
| Jones, Senior Class Sponsor of the 
1949 graduating class of Loogoo- 
tee High School, members of the | 
| senior classes of Loogootee High 
| School and St. John’s High School | 
for Girls, recently made a con- 
‘ducted tour of U. S. Naval Am-| 
‘munition Depot, Crane. The visit | 
| of the two schools was sponsored | 
|by Post No. 120, American Le- 


|gion, of Loogootee. 
= 


| 


. MAY 27, 1949 


| CEMETERIES AT NAD CRANE 
/TO BE OPEN MEMORIAL DAY 
| Between the hours of 9:30 a. m. 
land 4:30 p. m. (CDST), on Mem- 
‘orial Day, May 30th, only, the 
burial grounds on U. S. Naval 
' Ammunition Depot, Crane, will 
‘be open to visits by the relatives 
-and friends of the persons in- 
‘terred there. All visitors .'l be 
‘required to clear the Depot prior 
to 5:30 p. m. 

No general visiting or touring 
in the area will be permitted. 
'Marine escorts will be provided 
for those persons needing assis- 
tance in finding the cemeteries. 

These Memorial Day visits are 
|annual events at NAD Crane. 
Over 1,200 persons availed them- 
selves of the opportunity last 
iyear, 


Recently the graduating Seniors, . 
of Williams High School were giv- |; 


Barlow, Senior Class Sponsor. . 


JUNE 10, 1949 ai. 
—__ 


WAD CRANE OFFERS 
EMERGENCY RELIEF 


| 
| 
| Captain J. H. Jacobson, Com- 
| manding Officer of NAD, Crane, 
/on Saturday, May 28, sent rep- 
| resentatives to the tornado-strick- 
;en area of Shelburn to offer ad- 
| ditional aid in the clean-up. Com- 
;mander J. K. Batchellor, Public 
Works Officer, Mr. C. D. Wor- 
, Stall, Roads and Grounds Super- 


| visor, and Lt. (jg) W. H. Farmer 


made the trip. : 
Mr. Lloyd Morris, Red Cross 
Emergency Unit Director, prais- 
ed the Depot for its quick delivery 
of portable lighting units and 
badly needed tarpaulins, and also 
for the splendid work done by Mr. 
Ernest Chappell and Mr. William 
Terry, both from the Public 
Works Department of the Depot, 
who delivered the equipment, in 


aiding the victims. Mr. R. E. Sib- 


bert, of Crane, is assistant to Mr. 


i Morris. 


In an afternoon meeting, at- 
tended by Senator Capehart, Con- 
gressman Noland, and civic lead- 
ers of Shelburn, Commander Bat- 


'chellor offered the use of Depot 
(heavy equipment, to be used in 


moving debris and in cleaning up 
the devastated area, 


——_ = 


For a Jumbo Banana Split come 
to Inman’s Cafe. 


SEPTEMBER i6, 1949 
SS SES i ae 


OPEN HOUSE AT NAD, 
CRANE, POSTPONED 
Owing to a series of inspections | 
scheduled for the month of Sep- ; 
tember, and because of the extra’ 
work imposed on all personnel by | 
the impending reduction in force, | 
the Open House which had been | 
tentatively planned for Septem- 
ber 18, has been postponed. 
Since 1945 this event has been 
an annual part of NAD Crane’s 
policy of providing the citizens of ! 
yet Indiana an opportunity 
to see, at first hand, the w ec 
;of a large Naval shore establish- 
ment, 
| Present plans call for the post-| 
poned event to de held in October. 
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l 
Cut 550 Workers | 
At Naval Depot 


Bedford, Ind., Nov. 4 — Com- 
mander Kenneth Hines, executive 
officer of the Crane Naval Ammu- 
nition Depot, has announced a cut 
of 550 civilian workers in the staff 
because of a cut in the Navy bud- 
get. 

He said the civilian staff now 
numbers 2,098 a post war low. | 
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